
Petition for Course Alleviation Proposal 

Students who take a course at Las Positas College and receive a “D” or “F” grade and then repeat the 
same course in the district may request (or is often done automatically in BANNER) to have the most 
recently earned grade count for GPA calculation.  The 2017-2018 Las Positas College catalog notes the 
following:  

When a student has repeated a course and earned a passing grade of A,B,C,D, or P, he or she may 
petition the Dean of Enrollment Services to count, for grade point calculation only, the most 
recently earned grade. The “Petition For Use Of Most Recent Grade in a Repeated Class” is 
available at the Office of Admissions and Records. Physical Education activity courses may not be 
repeated for a higher grade. Student are advised that both the original and subsequent grade will 
remain on their transcript and that in transferring to another institution, they may be held 
responsible for all units attempted. 

 Las Positas College 2017-2018 Catalog 

After this process occurs, the transcript notes a letter “E” (exclude) for the initial attempt, and a letter 
“I” (include) for the repeated (most recent) attempt with a passing grade.  By notating these letters on 
the transcript, the overall grade point average calculation is representative of the college catalog policy.   

There are a significant number of students attending Las Positas College who have completed a course 
at Chabot or Las Positas College and received a “D” or “F” grade and have completed the equivalent 
level course at another institution with a passing grade (P, A, B, C, or D).  Currently, Las Positas College 
has no policy that allows a student who has completed a similar course outside of the Chabot Las Positas 
Community College District to alleviate a substandard grade earned at either Chabot or Las Positas 
College (example: see Appendix A).  This often severely hampers students’ ability to obtain associate 
degrees and is not representative of how the majority of bachelor-level regionally accredited institutions 
review a prospective transfer student’s file.   

The University of California Quick Reference for Counselors Guide 
(http://admission.universityofcalifornia.edu/counselors/files/quick-reference-2017.pdf) notes the 
following:  

A student is allowed to repeat each course in which a C-, D+, D, D-, F or NP grade was originally 
earned, as many times as necessary, until the first time he or she earns a letter grade of C or 
better. The following rules apply:  

• The replacement (repeat) course must have curriculum similar to the original course (the 
same content but not necessarily the same title) and must be offered at the same level as the 
original course.  
• The new grade earned will replace the deficient grade in the GPA calculation. UC does not 
average the grades. 

The California State Universities offer a similar policy 
(https://www2.calstate.edu/apply/transfer/documents/cal-state-apply-transfer-credit-entry-guide.pdf):  

For admission purposes, the CSU honors “the grading policies of the institution where credit was 
earned by accepting official transcript entries including those reflecting academic renewal, 

http://admission.universityofcalifornia.edu/counselors/files/quick-reference-2017.pdf
https://www2.calstate.edu/apply/transfer/documents/cal-state-apply-transfer-credit-entry-guide.pdf


repeat, and incomplete grades.” If transcript identifies the course as repeated and excludes 
course from institution GPA, [a student would be advised to] enter a grade of RP [repeat].  

Both the UC and CSU systems honor a repeat policy that alleviates a course completed with a C- (D at 
Las Positas College) or below grade given that the repeat attempt is in a course considered similar (and 
is noted on the transcript for CSU campuses).   

Furthermore, per California Title V Regulations section 58161 (If a student receives a sub-standard grade 
and/or withdraws from the course, the student is allowed to enroll in that course TWO more times (for a 
total maximum of THREE enrollments)), students may be mandated to enroll in a similar course outside 
of the Chabot-Las Positas Community College District.  In these circumstances, students are limited in 
their ability to alleviate their substandard grade.   

As it relates to guided pathways, students are being encouraged to complete paths that are least 
obstructive.  Providing alleviation toward substandard grades in courses repeated at different 
institutions provides one few barrier in completion of students’ academic goals.    

With the current LPC policy, students who have completed the equivalent level course at a different 
institution and are not able to notate changes on their Chabot-Las Positas College transcript often 
experience a high level of anxiety over the original “D” or “F” grade weighing down their Chabot-Las 
Positas College GPA.  It also creates confusion for students when applying to transfer schools who 
request that “Academic Renewal” be noted for courses that have been repeated.   

PROPOSAL: 

According to Title 5, Section 55042: “policies and procedures related to course repetition to alleviate 
substandard academic work shall: (1) permit repetition of any course which was taken in an accredited 
college or university and for which substandard academic work is recorded.”  In such circumstances, 
course repetition and alleviation is permitted for any course taken in an accredited college or university. 

 To more accurately reflect a student’s level of progress and grade point average, many campuses have 
created a form to adjust a student’s substandard grade.  I have attached two examples from Diablo 
Valley College and Santa Rosa Junior College.  By completing the appropriate form, students at both DVC 
and SRJC will see an academic transcript where the course is not removed from the record.  Instead, 
courses alleviated have a notation on the transcript and are disregarded when computing the student’s 
grade point average.   

The proposal is intended to formally request that Las Positas College adopt a similar process for course 
alleviation.   

 

 

  



Appendix A 
Course taken at Las Positas College (Spring 2017) - Math 20 - Grade: D

 
 
Equivalent level course repeated at Diablo Valley College (Math 191) Grade: C 

  



Appendix B 
http://www.dvc.edu/enrollment/a-and-r/pdfs/Course-Alleviation-Petition.pdf  

 

http://www.dvc.edu/enrollment/a-and-r/pdfs/Course-Alleviation-Petition.pdf


Appendix C 
https://admissions.santarosa.edu/sites/admissions.santarosa.edu/files/repeat-adjustment-form.pdf 

 

https://admissions.santarosa.edu/sites/admissions.santarosa.edu/files/repeat-adjustment-form.pdf

