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Course Outline for Music 11B

JAZZ IMPROVISATION AND ARRANGING FOR SMALL GROUPS

Catalog Description:


11B - Jazz Improvisation and Arranging for Small Groups



2 units


May be repeated 2 times 


Exotic scales, altered chord construction, and development of modal and intervalic concepts used in avant garde jazz improvisation.  Techniques used in composing and arranging for the small Jazz Combo.  Musical scores written by professional composers and arrangers.  Prerequisite:  Music 11A (completed with a grade of C or higher).  3 hours

Expected Outcomes for Students:


Upon completion of the course, the student should:


1.
have developed the concept of self-style and melodic construction at an advanced level of Jazz Improvisation;


2.
be aware of standard Jazz repertoire necessary for practical application of Jazz Improvisation methods;


3.
have developed the techniques necessary for composing original melodies and arranging same for the small Jazz ensemble.

Course Content:


1.
Scales used for Jazz Improvisation in Minor keys


2.
Melody harmonization


3.
Techniques for constructing original melodies


4.
Practical application in small group performance at an intermediate level


5.
Ranges and transpositions for all instruments


6.
Arranging techniques for small group consisting of eight instruments including rhythm section


7.
Performance of arrangements

Methods of Presentation:


1.
Instruction through listening, lecture and demonstration, small group performance, and individual soloing


2.
Use of audio system and tape recorder

Methods of Evaluating Student Progress:


1.
Graded assignments


2.
Midterm


3.
Final in performance


4.
Group evaluations of individual effort

Textbook(s) (Typical):

None

Special Student Materials:
None
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