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Course Outline for Music 14

JAZZ ENSEMBLE

I. CATALOG DESCRIPTION:

MUSP 14 — Jazz Ensemble — 2 units

Reading, preparation and performance of contemporary Jazz music.  Opportunity to apply improvisation techniques in a group setting.  4 hours

II. NUMBER OF TIMES COURSE MAY BE TAKEN FOR CREDIT: 4    

III. PREREQUISITE AND/OR ADVISORY SKILLS:  None
IV. EXPECTED OUTCOMES FOR STUDENTS:

Upon completion of the course, the student should:
A. develop more facility and technique in performing jazz band literature;

B. demonstrate a comprehension of contemporary jazz styles;

C. develop an appreciation of advanced ensemble performance techniques;

D. develop an awareness of individual responsibility to the success of ensemble performance.

E. analyze jazz styles in music in association with its relationship to art, theater, dance, pop music.

V. CONTENT:

F. Music selected from the latest and best possible publications.

G. Encouragement of continual development of the appreciation of good music and musicianship.

H. Development of awareness of individual responsibility for group production of music and its community values.

I. Concepts of basic music theory.

J. Encouragement of original material and/or arrangements to be added to the jazz band library

VI. METHODS OF INSTRUCTION:

K. Group rehearsal

L. Sectional rehearsal

M. Individual performance

N. Lecture

O. Use of recordings

P. Possible field trips.  Examples: Yoshi’s Jazz Club, Pearl’s Jazz Club, local college/high school concerts.

VII. TYPICAL ASSIGNMENTS:

Q. In listening:

1. Listen to the Count Basie album “88 Basie Street” and be prepared to discuss the roles of the rhythm section vs the brass section (ensemble)

2. Listen to any Duke Ellington album and be prepared to discuss the importance of his writing style and his unique ability to write for individual members of his band.

3. Attend a jazz band (big band) concert.  Give a critical response to the elements of jazz (we’ve discussed in class) and how they have become unique to the group you’ve seen/heard.

R. In reading:

4. Read Chapter eight in “Music Is My Mistress”, Duke Ellington, and be prepared to discuss the relationship of the changes in the Ellington Band to the changes in today’s big bands.

5. Read chapter seven in Jazz, the American Theme Song”, James Lincoln collier, and be prepared to discuss the different styles represented on pages 165-173.

S. In analysis, critical thinking:

6. Analyze the chord changes to Gershwin’s “I Got Rhythm” and be able to play them in Bb, Ab, and F.

7. Transcribe a solo, from a musician who plays the same instrument as yourself, and be prepared to play the transcription.

8. Transcribe a solo from a musician who plays an instrument other than your instrument, and be prepared to play the transcription 

VIII. EVALUATION:

T. Overall musical contribution of musicianship to the ensemble

U. Attendance, enthusiasm, attitude and musical growth

V. Possible individual/group field assignments

9. Concerts, jam sessions

W. Group Project

10. Final concert at end of semester

X. Test solo/soli passages of band literature.

IX. TYPICAL TEXTS:

None

X. OTHER MATERIALS REQUIRED OF STUDENTS: 

None
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