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Course Outline for Music 32
STUDY OF JAZZ PIANO

Catalog Description:


32 - Study of Jazz Piano
2 units 


May be repeated 3 times


Techniques, patterns, and modal concepts used by avant-garde jazz performers in the field today.  Includes "comping" techniques in jazz and Latin jazz performance.   Development of self-style through in-depth research of modern jazz performers and literature of same.  Designed for knowledge and skill of intermediate or advanced level.  Prerequisite:  Music 22 (completed with a grade of C or higher).


3 hours.

Expected Outcomes for Students:


Upon completion of the course, the student should:


1.
have developed the concept of self-style in Jazz Piano and keyboard improvisation at an intermediate level;


2.
be aware of the vast amount of literature available necessary in acquiring a sound repertoire;


3.
have the necessary foundation to apply all of their previous study and knowledge toward the goal of Jazz Piano and keyboard improvisation.

Course Content:


1.
Jazz theory and keyboard harmony in minor tonalities



a.
Natural, harmonic, and melodic minor



b.
Cadences in minor keys



c.
Use of minor scales in improvisation


2.
Intros, endings and turnarounds



a.
Standard to complex intros, endings and turnarounds



b.
Use of substitute chords for same


3.
Coltrane changes



a.
Use of minor third patterns



b.
Coltrane pattern in four bar phrases


4.
Melody harmonization



a.
The ability to bypass key signatures



b.
New creative harmonies of standards


5.
The ability to "comp" small group, Big Band, or singer effectively



a.
Comping techniques



b.
Unit performance, i.e., rhythm section


6.
Latin and Fusion Performance



a.
Latin "comping" and rhythms



b.
Rock, fusion, crossover techniques


7.
Voicings and improvisation using quartal harmonies

Methods of Presentation:


1.
Lecture, demonstration


2.
Use of recordings 


3.
Keyboard performance

Methods of Evaluating Student Progress:


1.
Regular assignments, both written and applied


2.
Quizzes, a midterm, and final 


3.
Applied piano performance

Textbook(s) (Typical):


Jazz Piano from Voicings to Improvisation, Vol II, Frank Sumares

Special Student Materials:


Manuscript paper
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