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Course Outline for Music 33

STUDY OF VOICE

Catalog Description:


33 - 
Study of Voice
1 unit


May be repeated 3 times


Individual improvement of the technical facility, tone quality, and range of the singing voice in solo performances; designed to extend knowledge of the literature in general and help acquire a basic repertory.  Required for voice majors.  Prerequisite:  Music 23B or equivalent (completed with a grade of C or higher).  2 hours.

Expected Outcomes for Students:


Upon completion of the course, the student should:


1.
receive from this course a basic foundation of voice production and a approach to widening their acquaintance with significant vocal literature;


2.
improve technical facility, tone quality, and range;


3.
develop musical sensitivity as a means for artistic expression.

Course Content:


1.
Principles of correct vocal production



a.
Tone quality



b.
Breath support



c.
Increasing the singable range


2.
Interpretive techniques



a.
Phrasing



b.
Diction



c.
Nuance of the text



d.
Stage presence



e.
Proper reading of the score


3.
In the course of two semesters, the following types of literature must



be performed:



a.
Art song



b.
An aria from an opera, oratorio, or cantata



c.
A selection from a Broadway musical



d.
A folk song, spiritual, or other type of composition suitable for




concert presentation



e.
One of the above songs must be in Italian and another in either French or German.


4.
Students will be responsible for learning something about the stylistic background and demands of each song, and, in the case of arias, etc., for explaining to the class the context out of which the song is taken.

Methods of Presentation:


1.
"Studio" approach to instruction


2.
Solo and unison performance of exercises and songs


3.
Constructive criticism and suggestions for improvement


Methods of Evaluating Student Progress:


1.
The degree of proficiency in mastering the basic fundamentals and skills of correct singing


2.
The process made in relation to the basic nature of the individual's voice


3.
Written examinations on specific materials related to the course


4.
Satisfactory attendance and contribution to an atmosphere that "strives for excellence"

Textbook(s) Typical:

Expressive Singing Song Anthology, Vol. I, Van A. Christy, Wm. C. Brown Company Publishers

Special Student Materials:


Appropriate literature as recommended by the instructor.
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