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Course Outline for Music 45

CHAMBER CHOIR

I. CATALOG DESCRIPTION:

MUSP 45 — Chamber Choir — .5 – 2.5 units

Development of sufficient vocal and music ability to interpret and perform a variety of vocal chamber music.  Designed for the advanced singer. 1 – 5 hours.

II. NUMBER OF TIMES COURSE MAY BE TAKEN FOR CREDIT: Four    

III. PREREQUISITE AND/OR ADVISORY SKILLS:  None

IV. EXPECTED OUTCOMES FOR STUDENTS:

Upon completion of the course, students should be able to:
A. demonstrate a variety of historical vocal styles

B. demonstrate appropriate vocal technique

C. demonstrate improvement in performance ability

D. hear and sing choral harmonies

E. perform complex rhythms

F. compare, contrast and perform styles such as Renaissance, Baroque, Classic, Romantic and contemporary literature, both sacred and secular

G. demonstrate appropriate stage appearance

H. demonstrate the ability to independently carry one’s part

I. demonstrate the ability to perform a variety of cultural styles

V. CONTENT:

Each semester will include a varied content stressing a selection of topics from the following categories:

J. Historical Styles

1. Renaissance

2. Baroque

3. Classic

4. Romantic

5. Contemporary

K. Cultural Styles

6. African

7. Latin

8. Asian

9. Western European

10. Native American

L. Performance Practices

11. Stage presence

12. Attire

13. Interaction between participants

14. Movement

15. Solo performance

16. Ensemble performance

M. Choral Literature performance

17. Gospel

18. Madrigals

19. Anthems

20. Chorales

21. Fugues

22. Oratorios

23. Masses

24. Folk songs

N. Vocal Technique

25. Tone quality

26. Intonation

27. Blend

28. Balance

29. Articulation

30. Nuance

31. Support

32. Phrasing

33. Dynamics

VI. METHODS OF INSTRUCTION:

O. Rehearsals of the ensemble

34. Group

35. Individual

36. Section

P. Public performances

37. Festivals

38. Concerts

39. Competitions

VII. TYPICAL ASSIGNMENTS:

Q. Memorize the bass part to Give Me Jesus by Jaester Hairston

R. Learn the German pronunciation for the first three songs of Brahms Marionlieder

S. Accurately perform the complex rhythm of Deck the Hall in 7/8 by Gardner.

T. Rehearse The Last Words of David by Randall Thompson with your section.

VIII. EVALUATION:

U. Grading of daily assignments by the instructor

V. Performance at a final concert

40. Memorization of individual parts and solos

41. Blend

42. Balance

43. Attacks

44. Releases

45. Style

46. Appearance

47. Stage presence

48. Cooperation

W. Performance exams

49. Typical projects:

a. Memorize the tenor part to Wade in the Water.

b. Be prepared to sing your part in a quartet.

X. Audience response to concerts

Y. Attendance

Z. Punctuality

AA. Cooperation

AB. Discipline

AC. Homework

IX. TYPICAL TEXTS:

None

X. OTHER MATERIALS REQUIRED OF STUDENTS: 

None
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