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ELECTRONIC MUSIC

Catalog Description:


7 - Electronic Music
2 units


May be repeated 1 time


Electronic music production techniques and performance practices; survey of electronic instruments and their development; fundamentals of acoustics and synthesizer programming, digital control, and recording.  Prerequisite:  Music 6 or equivalent (completed with a grade of C or higher).  2 hours lecture, 1 hour laboratory 

Expected Outcome for Students:


Upon completion of the course, the student should have:


1.
gained an understanding of the history and evolution of electronic technologies in music;


2.
developed an understanding of basic synthesis techniques to prepare the student to adapt more easily to future developments in music synthesis;


3.
enhanced his/her ability to effectively present synthesized works.

Course Content:


1.
A study of the physical properties of sound as related to keyboard synthesized music


2.
The history and evolution of electronic music leading to current developments in music synthesis


3.
Basic sound generating and modifying techniques; the varieties and working methods of current synthesizers; the function and use of controllers in live performance; the practical use of MIDI (Musical Instrument Digital Interface) devices and computer control


4.
Basic sound organizing, recording, and performance techniques


5.
Assigned readings

Methods of Presentation:


1.
Classroom lectures


2.
Recorded examples to illustrate lectures


3.
Demonstrations of acoustic properties, hands-on synthesizer techniques


4.
Assigned readings and class handouts


5.
In-class synthesizer performances

Methods of Evaluation:


1.
Written tests on lectures and readings


2.
Critiques of compositions/essays/performances

Textbook(s) (Typical):

None

Special Student Materials:


Access to a synthesizer is recommended but not required. 
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