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Course Outline for Music 20

ELEMENTARY GUITAR

I. CATALOG DESCRIPTION:

MUS 20 — ELEMENTARY GUITAR — 1 unit

Beginning guitar using a combination of folk and classic approaches to playing technique, utilizing basic scales and chords in first position, and music notation.  Strongly recommended: Music 6.  2 hours.

II. NUMBER OF TIMES COURSE MAY BE TAKEN FOR CREDIT: One
III. PREREQUISITE AND/OR ADVISORY SKILLS:

Before entering this course the student should be able to:

A. interpret notation of both pitch and rhythm;

B. identify and notate key signatures;

C. identify and construct triads and seventh chords;

D. identify and construct simple intervals;

E. interpret expressive markings such as dynamic indications, accents, repeats;

F. recognize and construct scales: major, minor (3 forms), chromatic, whole-tone;

G. perform simple exercises in ear training and sight singing.

IV. EXPECTED OUTCOMES FOR STUDENTS:

Upon completion of this course, the student should be able to:
H. perform folk song accompaniments and simple solos in first position;

1. Keys of C, G, D, A, E

2. Minor keys

I. read guitar notation;

J. transpose compositions to accommodate various vocal ranges;

K. demonstrate the :classic; approach to guitar performance;

L. participate in ensembles.

V. CONTENT:

M. “Classic: playing position

3. Proper finger position

4. Posture

N. Tuning

5. Standard

6. Alternate

O. Guitar music notation and symbols

7. Tablature

8. Chord grids

9. Standard notation

P. Chords in first position

10. Bar chords

11. C, G, D, A and E Major

12. Minor keys

13. Moveable chords

Q. Arpeggio patterns

14. Popular

15. Classical

R. Transposition

16. Use of the capo

17. Using Roman numerals

S. Accompaniment techniques

18. Travis picking

19. Strumming

T. Solo guitar playing

20. Multi-voiced reading

21. Styles

a. Classical

b. Flamenco

c. Popular

22. Performance practice

VI. METHODS OF INSTRUCTION:

U. Demonstration

V. Participation

23. Group

24. Individual

VII. TYPICAL ASSIGNMENTS:

W. Memorize the notes on each string.

X. Prepare Leyenda to play for the class next week.

VIII. EVALUATION:

Y. Methods

25. Graded performance assignments

26. Progress checks through performance

27. Written quizzes and tests

Z. Frequency

28. Weekly individual performances

29. Mid-Term

30. Final Examination

IX. TYPICAL TEXTS:

AA. Noad, Frederick. Solo Guitar Playing. Book One. New York: 1994.

AB. Flores, Richard. Playing Solo Guitar, Level One. Richard Flores, 2000.

AC. Hemmo, Philip. Beginning Classroom Guitar. New York: Schirmer, 1998.

X. OTHER MATERIALS REQUIRED OF STUDENTS: 

The student must provide their own “classic” or nylon string guitar.
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