HUMANITIES AND FINE ARTS CLUSTER 

PROGRAM DESCRIPTION 
This broad category of instructional programs includes course offerings in general education, transfer education, and technical-vocational education.  The Arts include programs in the Visual Arts:  Painting, Drawing, Design, Visual Communications, Interior Design, and Photography. The Humanities Cluster includes Art History, Art Appreciation, History of Photography, Humanities (interdisciplinary studies), Creative Arts, Philosophy, and Religious Studies programs. Currently, ASL and Foreign Languages are also included in this cluster.  In the future, LPC would like to add new programs such as Printmaking and Gallery Display; however, these are dependent on additional facility development. 

The field of Visual Communications ranges from print to multimedia and animation, and involves a strong occupational/career aspect.  As such, the program is currently developing an entrepreneurial business called the Design Shop.  At present, the Design Shop is an informal adjunct to the program, coordinated and managed by the full-time VCOM instructor.  Design Shop internships initially included only advanced VCOM students (particularly those with special talents); however it has since expanded to include intermediate and even beginner students.  By linking the classroom with the workplace, this program allows students to explore and develop skills necessary for success in a very competitive job market.

STATEMENT OF PHILOSOPHY 

The Humanities and Fine Arts cluster concentrates on the development of students’ artistic and creative expression. The course offerings enhance a sense of appreciation for both the aesthetic and pragmatic aspects of the Arts and Humanities.  Students in these programs are given a solid introduction to the history, culture, and values of the individuals who have produced great works worldwide.

STAFF NEEDS

Faculty Positions

1.0 FTE – Art

1.0 FTE – Humanities/Philosophy/Religious Studies (General)

1.0 FTE – Photography

1.0 FTE – Visual Communications

1.0 FTE – Interior Design

1.0 FTE – Foreign Language

Classified Positions


0.5 FTE – Design Shop Support


Hourly – Design Shop/VCOM Instructional Assitant

Implementation Table
Humanities and Fine Arts

	Targets


	Activities


	Person Responsible
	Timeline


	Measurable Objectives

	1. Prepare students for job entry in the various arts and humanities fields.


	Establish opportunities for arts-related internships or community service in the arts.


	Faculty

Dean


	Fall 2007
	Students report that they are employed in their fields.

	2. Expand course offerings in Philosophy (especially Aesthetics) and Religious Studies. (The study of Islam has recently been added to the curriculum) 


	Faculty are exploring the division of World Religions into Eastern Religions and Western Religions.
	Faculty

Dean


	Fall 2008
	Religious Studies program meets the needs of students and community.

	3. Continue to explore multimedia, animation, digital photography, and videography.


	Expand offerings in multimedia, animation, digital photography, and videography.
	Faculty

Dean
	Fall 2007
	Appropriate courses are in place.

	4. Explore real world opportunities for certificate students in Interior Design and Fine Arts, including: work experience and internships.


	Create connections that can offer real world opportunities for certificate students in Interior Design and Fine Arts, including: work experience and internships.


	Dean

Faculty
	Fall 2007
	Students are actively engaged in professional activities.

	5. Offer campus staff development opportunities and community outreach to increase awareness of VCOM and Design Shop.  This should accelerate over time as interest and community need increases.


	Create connections that can provide this awareness.
	Dean

Faculty
	Fall 2005
	Public is fully aware of programs and taking advantage of collaborative opportunities.

	6. Expand the work-based learning entrepreneurial model to include a wider range of disciplines (e.g., business and marketing, photography, computer sciences, music).
	Create community partnerships that provide entrepreneurial opportunities.
	Dean

Faculty
	Fall 2006
	Entrepreneurial models/ opportunities are in place.


Implementation Table
Humanities and Fine Arts

	Targets


	Activities


	Person Responsible
	Timeline


	Measurable Objectives

	7. Continue to expand the Design Shop and LapTechs entrepreneurial model by creating a designated facility in which the two “businesses” could support and encourage each other (This would be possible as new buildings are constructed and existing facilities are re-appropriated). 
	7.1 Work with a grant writer to create funding for this venture. 

7.2 Expand the role of the coordinator position to further this venture.
	Deans

Faculty
	Fall 2009
	A facility is in place that supports these activities.

	Goals


	Activities


	Person Responsible
	Timeline


	Measurable Objectives

	1. Present students with more rigorous, comprehensive cultural and historical views of the artists, dancers, playwrights, composers, designers, writers, philosophers, and spiritual figures who created works of art and other influential and fundamental documents. 

2. Establish strong interdisciplinary links between the Arts and Humanities teaching disciplines. 

3. Work with other disciplines to further expand the teaching and learning opportunities of the web and in multimedia.

4. Provide coursework in the Fine Arts that links theoretical with hands-on experiences to appeal to a wide range of learning styles and the varying needs of the student population.
	Course outlines should be written/revised to reflect this intention.

Encourage conversation among Humanities/Arts faculty leading to “shared” courses, team teaching, interdisciplinary courses, and a unified vision about Humanities/Arts instruction.

Create opportunities for training or dialog.

Develop courses and course outlines that allow for introduction of these courses.
	Dean and Faculty

Division Deans

Faculty

Division Deans

Faculty

Dean and Faculty
	Fall 2006

Fall 2007

Spring 2007

Spring 2007
	Course outlines are completed/updated.

More interdisciplinary links are in place.

Evidence that disciplines are taking advantage of web and multimedia opportunities.

Students needs are being met.


