
LAS POSITAS COLLEGE 
DISTANCE EDUCATION COMMITTEE MEETING 

FRIDAY, SEPT. 24, 2010 
10:00 AM, ROOM 1603 

MINUTES 
 
LPC Members Present:  
Richard Dry (Arts & Comm.; co-chair) 
Scott Vigallon (TLC-Classified; co-chair) 
Frances Hui (Arts & Comm.) 
Philip Manwell (Dean, Arts & Comm.) 
Debbie Fields (BCATSS) 
Louisa Nino (ASLPC) 
 

LPC Members Absent: 
Pam Luster (VP Academic Services) 
Vicky Austin (Adjunct Faculty) 
Howard Blumenfeld (MSE&PS) 
Janice Cantua (Admissions & Records) 
 
Guests: 
Holly Healy (ASLPC) 

 
AGENDA:  
 
I. Call to order: The meeting was called to order by co-chair Richard Dry at 10:06 a.m. New 

ASLPC rep Louisa Nino was introduced. Louisa, who is expecting a baby, will be replaced by 
Holly Healy, who was also introduced.  
 

II. Approval of minutes from Aug. 27 meeting: Frances made a motion to approve the minutes. 
Debbie seconded. Minutes approved. 
 

III. Updates:  
 
Zonemail banner: As requested, webmaster Elizabeth Noyes created a banner for the LPC 
home page that draws student attention to Zonemail. The banner links to a page with all of the 
necessary information. Scott showed the banner to the committee. 
 
OCDP participants: Three adjunct instructors are participating in the Online Course 
Development Program this semester: Linda Jarrell (Business), Theresa Murray (Anthropology) 
and Bob LaChappelle (Geology).  
 
DE Captioning: Last month, Scott mentioned that he asked Jeff Sperry to look through Bb 
courses for videos that need to be captioned, explaining that many faculty would not reply to his 
email request asking for this information. Richard thought this needs approval from the FA, and 
Debbie agreed to check into it. Debbie reported that she raised the issue with the FA, which didn’t 
believe this was a violation.  
 

IV. Blackboard Home Page: Several Chabot instructors have been frustrated with the new Home 
Page in Bb and want it removed from the default course menu for future courses. Scott explained 
the pros and cons of the tool and who is likely to use it or not. The committee decided that all Bb 
instructors would be sent more information about the Home Page. They would then be asked in 
early November if they want the Home Page removed from the default course menu and have it 
replaced with the Announcements tool. Concurrently, Louisa will poll students in her online 
classes and around campus to get student feedback on the issue. At its November/December 
meeting (date TBD), the committee will discuss the results, make a decision, then work with 
Chabot on implementing that decision (if there are any changes).  
 

V. Blackboard 9.1: At last month’s meeting, the committee, during its discussion on the possibility 
of upgrading to version 9.1, requested a demo of this version. Scott showed many of the new 
tools (among them adding YouTube videos, Flickr photos, wikis, and rubrics) and discussed 
enhancements (such as making it easier to grade discussion posts, blogs and journals). He 



stressed that: 1) the interface doesn’t change from 9.0 like it did from 7.3 to 9.0 and 2) if 
instructors don’t want to use the new tools, they don’t have to. After the demo, Debbie made a 
motion to recommend to Chabot that we upgrade to 9.1 prior to the Spring semester. Richard 
seconded. That motion failed on a 2-1 vote with one abstention. Frances then moved that the 
upgrade take place prior to the Summer session. Scott seconded. That motion passed on a 3-1 
vote. 
 
If faculty want to learn more about 9.1 and even request a 30-day demo account, they can go to 
http://www.blackboard.com/sites/upgradecenter/about.aspx#/files/0-1-01.html.  
 

VI. Wimba Voice: A couple of Chabot foreign language instructors inquired about the possibility of 
the District purchasing Wimba Voice to integrate into the Bb system. From its web site: “Wimba 
Voice incorporates the use of threaded voice boards, voice-enabled email, embedded voice 
within course pages, as well as live group discussions and debates, which increase the 
interaction and student engagement level of any online course.” Scott said that adding audio can 
enhance learning and would be wonderful to use. On the other hand, the product does not 
produce automatic captions or transcriptions, making all audio files inaccessible to students with 
disabilities. It also costs money, which is in short supply. Debbie demonstrated a competing 
product called VoiceThreads. After a discussion, Scott moved that the committee support voice 
enhancement with Bb and to take the issue to District CTO Jeannine Methe for further research, 
including the determination of the feasibility of purchasing Wimba Voice. Richard seconded, and 
the motion passed unanimously. 
 

VII. Mobile alternative for Online Learning web site: Because smart phone sales are on the rise 
and PC sales are declining – and because mobile learning is expanding – Scott designed an 
alternate site for students accessing the Online Learning site via mobile devices. The site is not 
yet finished, and he presented what he has designed thus far. Ultimately, there will be links at the 
top of selected pages on the existing site that will say “View in mobile browser.” 
 

VIII. Other issues: No other issues were broached. 
 

IX. Next meeting: Oct. 22, 2010, from 10-12 in Room 1603 
 
X. Adjournment: The meeting was adjourned at 11:56 a.m. 
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