Distance Ed subcommittee minutes

Nov. 15, 2002 
Members present: Scott Vigallon (chair, minutes taker), Amber Sexton, Barbara Zingg, Eric Golanty

The first item on the agenda had to do with online course evaluations. The subcommittee was asked what recommendations could it make to help with this issue if (or when) it becomes a reality. Scott passed out a document that compiled possible evaluation questions and a document that detailed eight possible criteria.

The subcommittee felt that unless it was told by the Curriculum Committee to address this issue, that it should not do anything with evaluation. Eric said that a pencil-and-paper system for course evaluations is already in place. He suggested that one possibility is to distribute the existing evaluation forms online or via email, and have students respond anonymously or to a third party (not the instructor). Barbara added that online courses shouldn’t be evaluated any differently than face-to-face courses.

The second agenda item dealt with retention and whether or not it should be measured in online courses. Eric said there is no reason for the subcommittee to even discuss this issue because any desire for, and direction about, it should come from the vice president of instruction. Barbara added that she does not place an emphasis on retention. 

The third item was to discuss and revise a draft of a charge for the subcommittee that Scott put together. Eric said there were not enough subcommittee members present to talk about a charge and that it should be tabled to another time. Eric questioned if the subcommittee should do any of the proposed tasks on the draft charge, aside from what it already does—developing and recommending policies and procedures for offering online courses—and identifying additional technologies needed to operate a successful program. 

Scott asked if the Technology Committee should discuss and decide the charge of the subcommittee, and Eric said he will bring this up—along with the other items on Friday’s agenda—at the next Technology Committee meeting Nov. 25. Eric added that as long as LPC has the Online Course Development Program, the subcommittee has work to do. 

The final agenda item was an update on the Online Course Development Program applications and a reminder that the deadline is Nov. 19. Scott will email the subcommittee members with the names of the applicants and the courses they are proposing to be developed. The subcommittee will review the applications Nov. 20-22 (Scott will either make copies of the apps, or subcommittee members can stop by his office to review them) and make a recommendation to the Tech Committee. The Tech Committee meeting is Nov. 25.

