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Dear Students,

As we are at the middle of the Fall Semester, we hope that you are doing well.
A new feature in this issue of the newsletter is the “Student of the Month”
where we will have an interview with one of our International students. The
first student is Stephanie Issa, a student from Lebanon who is also the President
of the World Cultures Alliance student club. We hope that you find the infor-
mation contained in this newsletter enjoyable and helpful. As always, the ISP
welcomes your feedback, questions, and story ideas. Good luck with your Mid-

Term exams!

International Education Week—November

The U.S State Department and the U.S. Department of
Education have declared that November 17 - 21 is In-
ternational Education Week, an opportunity to cele-
brate the benefits of International Education and ex-
change worldwide. For more information or to take

the Global 1Q Quiz, check out http://iew.state.sov

Here are some interesting facts about International Students in the U.S. Ac-
cording to the Institute of International Education (lIE) Annual 2007 Open
Doors report, there were 157,178 International students studying in the U.S. in
2006-2007, a 10% increase from the previous year. The countries sending the
most students to the U.S. in order are (I) India, (2) China, (3) South Korea, (4)
Japan, and (5) Taiwan. These top 5 countries are all Asian countries and repre-
sent more than 43% of all International students in the U.S. California is the
state that has the most International students with 77,987, a 3.5 % increase
over last year. Other U.S. states hosting the most International students are in
order, New York, Texas, Massachusetts and Florida. The U.S Institutions with
the largest number of International students last year was in order (I) Univer-
sity of Southern California with 7,115, (2) Columbia University with 5,937, (3)
New York University with 5827, (4) University of lllinois at Urbana-Champaign
with 5,685 and (5) Purdue University with 5,581. The Community College
hosting the most International students was Houston Community College in
Texas with 3,378. Santa Monica College was 3rd with 2851 and De Anza Col-

lege was 4th with 2,155
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ISP Office Closed—November 11—14

The ISP Office will be closed from Tuesday November | [—

g November 14th so that Cindy and Sean can attend a NAFSA: As-
/“WWE'RE sociation of International Educators Regional Conference. If you
need assistance during this time, please contact Ms. Debbie Earney
or Ms. Sylvia Rodriguez (DSO) in Admissions and Records in Build-

ing #700.

Veterans Day - Monday, November 10

This is a day of remembrance of all who have or are serving in the Armed
Forces of the United States. This date was chosen since it was on No-
vember ||, 1918 that World War | ended. It is also called Armistice Day
or Remembrance Day. The holiday is actually on November |1, but since
it falls on Tuesday, it is celebrated on Monday, the 10th to give people a
three day week-end. This is a national holiday and there are no classes at
LPC.

ISP Presidential Election Results

Here are the official ISP Presidential Elections Results:

M Barak Obama 81 % (30 votes)
John McCain 17 % (6 votes)
Hilary Clinton 2 % (| vote - write in)

Thank you for your participation!

New Arrival

Congratulations to Chang Hun Ma and his wife who gave birth to a boy
Noah Won Young Ma at 10:25 am. on October 20, 2008. Their son is a

healthy 3.2 kg in weight and 21 c¢cm in height.
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Deadline to Withdraw - November 7

The last day to withdraw from a class for the Fall semester in person is
Friday, November 7 and Sunday, November 9 via Class-Web. Withdraw-
ing from a class results in a “W” on your transcript but does not affect
your Grade Point Average (GPA). The U.S. Immigration service does not
recognize “W”’s as part of your required full course load. Please be ad-
vised that International students may NOT drop a class with a “W” unless
you are still enrolled and attending at least |12 units. Before dropping a

class, please come to the ISP Office to avoid falling out of status.

Last Day to Apply for Graduation - November 7

The deadline to apply for Graduation is November 7. If you believe
that you are ready to graduate, please schedule an appointment with
Mr. Gilberto Victoria in the Counseling Office, Building #700 to com-
plete a “Petition for Graduation” Form. It is also very important to
notify the ISP Office of your plans. Students planning on transferring
to a university must notify ISP to insure your SEVIS record is trans-

ferred in a timely manner.

Concerned about your Grades?

If you are concerned about how you are doing in a particular class, P\)(

please follow these suggestions:

e If you haven’t done so already, talk to your instructor about

your concerns.
Use the Tutorial Center located in the Study and Reading Room in Building #2400.
Go to the Writing Center at the Integrated Learning Center (ILC) in Building #1200 for
one-on-one help with writing assignments.

e Ask your instructor for extra credit work that can help boost your grade.




Volume 2, Issue 6 Page 4

Thursday, November 27
The first Thanksgiving was observed the Pilgrims at Plymouth

Colony in Massachusetts in 1621 to give thanks for the bountiful
harvest and their triumph of survival over the wilderness. The
Pilgrims were saved by the generosity of the local Native Ameri-
cans in the area. Now it is a time when Americans give thanks
for the good life they enjoy and celebrate by getting together with
family to eat traditional foods of the first Thanksgiving: turkey,
cranberry sauce, sweet potatoes, and pumpkin pie. They also
watch high school and professional American football. There is a morning parade in New
York City that is televised. This is an official holiday and there are no classes on Wednes-

day, November 26, Thursday, November 27, and Friday, November 28 during this week.

Black Friday

Friday, November 28
The day after Thanksgiving is traditionally the start of the Christmas shopping season and

many stores have sales on this day, particularly in the morning called “door busters”. It is
the busiest shopping day of the year. Some people even wake up before dawn to wait in
line for these sales. Check out special coupons in local newspapers or online at http://
www.blackfriday.info. For special tips, see our expert shopper Cindy in the ISP Office or

you may see her in the stores. Just don’t take her parking space!

Share Thanksgiving with a Host Family

In the spirit of the first Thanksgiving, where people from different
backgrounds came together in friendship to share in their bless-
ings we are offering our Ist Thanksgiving Day Host Family pro-
gram. We have heard from many LPC faculty and staff that would
love to host International students at their family Thanksgiving
gatherings this year. Several families have even told us they would be willing to host more
than | student., and help with transportation to and from their homes. If you don’t already
have Thanksgiving day plans, please come to see Sean in the ISP Office as soon as possible and
| will try to match you with a local LPC faculty or staff member. This is a great opportunity
not only to have a delicious meal, but to experience a typical American holiday tradition first-

hand.
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November Birthdays

Kristine Escobar - November 3
Juliana Quintero - November 8
Yeowool (Julie) Yun - November 8
Karishma Singh - November 9 Buon

Jiyea Kim - November 14 CQmpleauuo!
Fabio Rizzuto - November |6
Wonkyu Park - November 21 : >
An Thi Hyunh Ho- November 25 |

Anne Dohler - November 26

Pei-Fen Lu - November 26

Cindy Balero - November 27

Birthday Tradition in Italy
A child’s ears are pulled as many times as how old they are turning.

Great American Smoke Out - November 20

Our Student Health Club, BACCHUS will be setting up tables in
front of the library from || am - | pm on Thursday, November 20
to participate in the Great American Smoke Out, a day where all
smokers are encouraged to stop smoking, for at least this one day.
They will be distributing information on smoking cessation, the
harmful effects of smoking, and the revision of the Las Positas Col-
lege smoking policy (as of January, the designated smoking areas will be the parking lots only).

Summer Trip to Washington, DC and New York City planned

Brickman, ESL Coordinator and Instructor is hoping to take a group of P

International students on a 6 day trip to our nation’s capitol, Washing- bbb bbb
ton, DC and New York City this summer. The cost is estimated at I

$1,600 and we need to have at least 10 students. If you are interested,
please see Sean in the ISP Office or contact Mr. Brickman directly at

Looking for something fun and educational to do this summer? Jonathan a
L
UL

ibrickman@laspositascollege.edu.
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Fall Play - Shakespeare in Hollywood

Fridays & Saturdays, November 14, 15, 21, 22 at 8 pm
Sunday, November 23 at 2 pm.

Students, Seniors, and Staff $7
Tickets available in the LPC Bookstore

The play is a madcap farce about the creation of the 1935 Max
Reinhardt film version of A MIDSUMMER NIGHT’S DREAM. De-
spite tantrums from temperamental starlets and threats from the Hays Office, filming is
about to begin, when Shakespeare’s “real” Oberon and Puck magically appear. They are
cast in the film as replacement actors, and all havoc breaks loose. The show was written by

the author of two of contemporary theater’s most successfully produced comedies, LEND
ME A TENOR and MOON OVER BUFFALO.

Thursday, November 18 at 8 pm is a FREE preview performance for high school students
and for LPC students who are required or encouraged to see the show as a part of course

work.

Visa Waiver Program Expands

On October 17, President Bush announced that the Visa Waiver
program will be expanded to include the Czech Republic, Esto-
nia, Latvia, Lithuania, Hungary, the Republic of Korea, and
the Slovak Republic. Nationals of these countries will be able
to travel without obtaining a visa for tourist and business of 90 days or less beginning on No-
vember 17, 2008 provided they possess a biometric passport and register-on-line through the
Electronic System of Travel Authorization (ESTA). Currently 27 countries participate in the
Visa Waiver Program that includes: Andorra, Australia, Austria, Belgium, Brunei, Denmark,
Finland, France, Germany, Iceland, Ireland, Italy, Japan, Liechtenstein, Luxembourg, Monaco,
the Netherlands, New Zealand, Norway, Portugal, San Marino, Singapore, Slovenia, Spain,

Sweden, Switzerland, and the United Kingdom.
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Student of the Month - Stephanie Issa

Our first student of the month for this newsletter is
Stephanie Issa. She was kind enough to share her thoughts |

and experiences with us .

Stephanie is from Lebanon but was born and raised in Ku-
wait. Her family is all ethnically Lebanese. She speaks 3
languages: French, various dialects of Arabic and English.
This is her 3rd semester at Las Positas College. She is currently deciding her major as she
is considering Chemistry and Civil Engineering. For her future plans, she hopes to transfer

to San Jose State University, CSU San Luis Ospispo or San Francisco State University.

Her hobbies include jogging, dancing, facebook, going out with friends, talking on the phone
and she added “the most important one, though is shopping”. She is very busy this semester.
She is currently taking 16 units after she realized that the 19 units she was originally taking
was too much for her. She is also working as a tutor for ESL, English and French in the Tu-
torial Center and at the library as an Assistant. If that isn’t enough, she is also serving this
semester as the World Cultures Alliance (WCA) Club president. She shared her feelings
about being in the position and said “I never thought it would be as much fun. It’s a lot of work,
but it’s a lot of fun. | love that part that we’re all supportive, we’re all as one.” She is so busy
that somedays, she doesn’t sleep. She added that she is easily distracted from studying by

doing fun activities like jogging.

Stephanie has enjoyed her time at LPC and stated “It’s a cute, small college with beautiful views
and buildings. It provides every facility and good services and activities and the students are amaz-
ing.” When asked about what she would like to see improved at LPC she mentioned Build-
ing 100B. She explained “They ruined the grass and put the ugly building there.” She also men-

tioned the need for more student parking.

Stephanie thinks that living in the U.S. has been a good experience for her. She says “l know
myself more and am more independent. | know who | am and what | want because at home | was
protected. Even though | am the oldest child, | was the baby and was spoiled”. Asked about
what challenges she has faced her in the U.S. she responded “You need to depend on yourself.
You can’t depend on other to do work. The new culture, new friends and new education system
was also challenging. Being away from family and making friends is one of the most difficult things
to do.” Her advice for new students is to “be who you are. Don’t pretend to be someone else.
Use every single facility that can help, like ISP, go see Counselors, participate in activities on cam-

pus in order to gain friends and don’t forget to study along with adapting.”




LLE
LAS POSITAS

COLLEGE

Www.laspositascollege
.edu/international

Contact Us

Cindy Balero
International Student Program Coordinator
Telephone: (925) 424-1548

E-mail: cbalero@laspositascollege.edu

Sean Day
International Admissions Specialist

Telephone: (925) 424-1540

E-mail: sday@laspositascollege.edu




	November 2008

	Volume 2, Issue 6

	ISP News

	Page #

	Volume 2, Issue 6

	ISP Office Closed—November 11—14

	ISP Presidential Election Results

	Veterans Day - Monday, November 10	

	New Arrival

	Page #

	Volume 2, Issue 6

	Last Day to Apply for Graduation - November 7

	Deadline to Withdraw - November 7

	Concerned about your Grades?

	Page #

	Volume 2, Issue 6

	Share Thanksgiving with a Host Family

	Thanksgiving

	Page #

	Volume 2, Issue 6

	Great American Smoke Out - November 20

	November  Birthdays

	Summer Trip to Washington, DC and New York City planned

	Page #

	Volume 2, Issue 6

	Visa Waiver Program Expands	

	Fall Play - Shakespeare in Hollywood

	Page #

	Volume 2, Issue 6

	Student of the Month - Stephanie Issa

	Contact Us



<<

  /ASCII85EncodePages false

  /AllowTransparency false

  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true

  /AutoRotatePages /None

  /Binding /Left

  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)

  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)

  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)

  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)

  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error

  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4

  /CompressObjects /Tags

  /CompressPages true

  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true

  /PassThroughJPEGImages true

  /CreateJDFFile false

  /CreateJobTicket false

  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default

  /DetectBlends true

  /DetectCurves 0.0000

  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK

  /DoThumbnails false

  /EmbedAllFonts true

  /EmbedOpenType false

  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true

  /EmbedJobOptions true

  /DSCReportingLevel 0

  /EmitDSCWarnings false

  /EndPage -1

  /ImageMemory 1048576

  /LockDistillerParams false

  /MaxSubsetPct 100

  /Optimize true

  /OPM 1

  /ParseDSCComments true

  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true

  /PreserveCopyPage true

  /PreserveDICMYKValues true

  /PreserveEPSInfo true

  /PreserveFlatness true

  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false

  /PreserveOPIComments true

  /PreserveOverprintSettings true

  /StartPage 1

  /SubsetFonts true

  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply

  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve

  /UsePrologue false

  /ColorSettingsFile ()

  /AlwaysEmbed [ true

  ]

  /NeverEmbed [ true

  ]

  /AntiAliasColorImages false

  /CropColorImages true

  /ColorImageMinResolution 300

  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleColorImages true

  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /ColorImageResolution 300

  /ColorImageDepth -1

  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1

  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeColorImages true

  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode

  /AutoFilterColorImages true

  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG

  /ColorACSImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /ColorImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /AntiAliasGrayImages false

  /CropGrayImages true

  /GrayImageMinResolution 300

  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleGrayImages true

  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /GrayImageResolution 300

  /GrayImageDepth -1

  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2

  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeGrayImages true

  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode

  /AutoFilterGrayImages true

  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG

  /GrayACSImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /GrayImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /AntiAliasMonoImages false

  /CropMonoImages true

  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200

  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleMonoImages true

  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /MonoImageResolution 1200

  /MonoImageDepth -1

  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeMonoImages true

  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode

  /MonoImageDict <<

    /K -1

  >>

  /AllowPSXObjects false

  /CheckCompliance [

    /None

  ]

  /PDFX1aCheck false

  /PDFX3Check false

  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false

  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true

  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

  ]

  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true

  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

  ]

  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()

  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()

  /PDFXOutputCondition ()

  /PDFXRegistryName ()

  /PDFXTrapped /False



  /Description <<

    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>

    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>

    /DAN <>

    /DEU <>

    /ESP <>

    /FRA <>

    /ITA <>

    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>

    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>

    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)

    /NOR <>

    /PTB <>

    /SUO <>

    /SVE <>

    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)

  >>

  /Namespace [

    (Adobe)

    (Common)

    (1.0)

  ]

  /OtherNamespaces [

    <<

      /AsReaderSpreads false

      /CropImagesToFrames true

      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue

      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false

      /IncludeGuidesGrids false

      /IncludeNonPrinting false

      /IncludeSlug false

      /Namespace [

        (Adobe)

        (InDesign)

        (4.0)

      ]

      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false

      /OmitPlacedEPS false

      /OmitPlacedPDF false

      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy

    >>

    <<

      /AddBleedMarks false

      /AddColorBars false

      /AddCropMarks false

      /AddPageInfo false

      /AddRegMarks false

      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK

      /DestinationProfileName ()

      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK

      /Downsample16BitImages true

      /FlattenerPreset <<

        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution

      >>

      /FormElements false

      /GenerateStructure false

      /IncludeBookmarks false

      /IncludeHyperlinks false

      /IncludeInteractive false

      /IncludeLayers false

      /IncludeProfiles false

      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings

      /Namespace [

        (Adobe)

        (CreativeSuite)

        (2.0)

      ]

      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK

      /PreserveEditing true

      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged

      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile

      /UseDocumentBleed false

    >>

  ]

>> setdistillerparams

<<

  /HWResolution [2400 2400]

  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]

>> setpagedevice



