What are the differences between the Web and subscription databases?

Free (though some commercial
sites charge for information)

Information retrieved through
search engines “dynamically”
(i.e., not organized into
searchable fields)

Information has not necessarily
been edited, verified for
accuracy, or updated

Information comes from anyone
who has Web access and
wishes to publish a site.
Contains information from
almost anywhere--government
agencies, nonprofit
organizations, high-school
students, commercial
businesses, etc.

Fee-based (free to LPC students
& faculty)

Organized into searchable fields
(e.g., author, title of article,
periodical title, etc.)

Information has been checked
for accuracy, reliability, and
authority

Information originally published
in books, magazines, journals,
and newspapers comes from
publishers and is uploaded in
electronic format. Information
cannot be found using search
engines on the Web




