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Nicole I. Holthuis, PhD

190 Roan Drive, Danville, CA  94526

925.820.9630 

5indanville@sbcglobal.net

EDUCATION

Ph.D., Stanford University, Stanford, California, 1998

Curriculum and Teacher Education; Concentration:  Science Education

Minor:  An Interdisciplinary Approach to Science and Gender

Dissertation:  Scientifically Speaking:  Identifying, Analyzing, and Promoting Science Talk in Small Groups

Master’s Degree, Stanford University, Stanford, California, 1991

Curriculum and Teacher Education; Concentration:  Design and Evaluation of Education Programs

Teaching Credential, University of California, Davis, 1990

Single-Subject Clear Credential, Life Sciences

B.A., University of California, Davis, 1988

Biological Science; Minor in Education

EXPERIENCE

Research Specialist

Office of Institutional Research, Las Positas College, Livermore

(
Conduct quantitative and qualitative data collection and analyses for use in campus strategic/academic planning, academic program reviews, and accreditation.
(
Create and administer qualitative and quantitative data instruments to collect information about LPC’s students, faculty, staff, curriculum, course offerings, and learning outcomes.

(
Run statistical analyses using SPSS, BrioQuery (a relational database management system) and Excel, to create, distribute, and publish reports.
March, 2009 - Present

Curriculum Writer

The Education and the Environment Initiative (EEI), State of California

(
Developed a curriculum unit for the California EEI project including text, activities, resource materials, traditional and alternative assessments, teacher materials and pedagogical guidelines. 

 (March, 2007 – January, 2008)
Director of Field Research 

Research Assistant 

Program for Complex Instruction, Stanford University 

(
Coordinated and managed data collection (including student and teacher audio-tapes, student assessments, and group and individual products) for a study investigating the effect of evaluation criteria on implementation, student talk, and student achievement in classrooms implementing a model of cooperative learning developed at Stanford University. 

· Analyzed and supervised the analysis of both qualitative and quantitative data.

· Worked with a team to develop, organize, and lead professional development courses for teachers implementing cooperative learning in their classes.

· Provided on-site visits to observe and provide feedback to teachers.

· Assisted with curriculum development workshops for teachers and the subsequent evaluation of and feedback on the curriculum they developed.

 (September, 1991 – August, 1994;  September, 1997 - December, 1999)

Instructor/Consultant 

Global Education Marin

· Led a curriculum writing institute during which I presented participating teachers with the theoretical and practical framework for developing group activities.

· Provided teachers with guidance and feedback on the curriculum units they developed.

(July, 1999 – March, 2000)

Trainer/Consultant

Program for International and Multicultural Education, CSU Stanislaus

(
Observed and provided feedback to teachers implementing cooperative learning in their elementary and middle school classrooms.

(
Collected data for purposes of evaluating the program.

(September, 1994 – June, 1998)

Research Assistant

LITES Evaluation,  Stanford University

· Provided an external evaluation of the LITES Project—an NSF-funded professional development program at Mills College for elementary science teachers in the Oakland School district.

· Worked under the supervision of Dr. Mike Atkin to collect qualitative and quantitative data to provide the LITES staff with the means of improving and sustaining this innovative project.

(September, 1995 – September, 1997)

Research Assistant

OECD International Case Studies Project of Innovations in Science, Math, and Technology Education, Stanford University

· Worked as part of a team, under Dr. Mike Atkin, to collect data, analyze, and write the case study of project 2061, a national reform effort in science education by the AAAS. 

· Participated in national meetings of case managers and graduate students to discuss case methodology, content, and form.

· Analyzed and synthesized common themes across the eight case studies for a cross-case publication.

(September, 1993 – September, 1995)

Lecturer, Teaching Methodology for Secondary Math and Science Instruction 

Mills College, Oakland

(September, 1995 – January, 1996)

Science Curriculum Writer and Research Assistant

Human Biology Curriculum Project, Stanford University

 (October, 1990 – June, 1994)

Lecturer, Teaching for Equity in Math and Science

University of Changhua, Taiwan

 (June, 1993)

Teacher, Biology

Palo Alto High School, Palo Alto, California

 (September, 1992 – June, 1993)

Student Teacher, Life Science, Chemistry, and Physics

El Camino High School, Sacramento, California.

(September, 1989 – June, 1990)

CURRENT VOLUNTEER ACTIVITIES

Board Member, San Ramon Valley Education Foundation

Art Docent, Green Valley Elementary

Member, Site Council, Green Valley Elementary

PUBLICATIONS

Holthuis, Nicole I.  (In Press).  High-Tech Harvest:  Genetic Engineering and the Environment.  Sacramento, CA:  California Education and the Environment Initiative/California Integrated Waste Management Board.  

Abram, P., Scarloss, B., Holthuis, N., Cohen, E., Lotan, R., and Schultz, S.  (2002).  The Use of Evaluation Criteria to Improve Academic Discussion in Cooperative Groups.  Asia Pacific Journal of Education, 22(1), 16-27.

Holthuis, N. Bianchini, J. Schultz, S., and Lotan, R.  (1999)  Groupwork Activities.   In Human Biology:  Life Science for the Middle Grades.  Chicago: Glencoe/McGraw Hill (originally, Everyday Learning)

Cohen, E.G., Lotan, R., and Holthuis, N.  (1997)  Implementation and Achievement.  In E. Cohen and R. Lotan (Eds.), Working for Equity in Heterogeneous Classrooms:  Sociological Theory in Action. New York:  Teachers College Press.

Atkin, J. M., Kilpatrick, J., Bianchini, J., Helms, J., and Holthuis, N.  (1997).  The Changing Conceptions of Science, Mathematics, and Instruction.  In Raizen, S. and Britton, E. (Eds.)  Bold Ventures:  Patterns Among Innovations in Science and Mathematics Education.  Boston: Kluwer Academic Publishers.

Atkin, J. Bianchini, J., and Holthuis N.  (1997).  The Different Worlds of Project 2061.  In Raizen, S. and Britton, E. (Eds.)  Bold Ventures:  Case Studies of U.S. Innovations in Science Education.  Boston: Kluwer Academic Publishers.

Cohen, E.G., Bianchini, J., Cossey, R., Holthuis, N., Morphew C., and Whitcomb, J  (1997).  Achievement in Complex Instruction.  In E. Cohen and R. Lotan (Eds.),  Working for Equity in Heterogeneous Classrooms:  Sociological Theory in Action.  New York:  Teachers College Press.

Lotan, R., Bianchini, J. and Holthuis, N. (1995).  Complex Instruction in the Science Classroom:  The Human Biology Curriculum Project in Action.  In R. Stahl (Ed.), Cooperative Learning in Science: A Handbook for Teachers.  Menlo Park, CA:  Addison Wesley.

Cohen, E. G., Lotan, R.A., and Holthuis, N. (1995). Talking and Working Together:  Conditions for Learning in Complex Instruction.  In M. T. Hallinan. (Ed.)  Restructuring Schools:  Promising Practices and Policies.  New York: Plenum Press.




PRESENTED PAPERS

Schultz, S., Scarloss B., Abram P., Cohen E., and Holthuis N. (2000) Let's Give 'Em Something to Talk About: Teachers' Talk to Students in Open-Ended Group Tasks.  Paper presented at the American Educational Research Association Annual Meeting, New Orleans, Louisiana.

Holthuis, N.  (1998).  Talking Science, Talking School:  How do Student Negotiate these Conflicting Discourses. Paper presented at the National Association for Research on Science Teaching Annual Meeting, San Diego, California.

Holthuis, N.  (1998).  Scientifically Speaking:  Building a Framework for Analyzing and Promoting Science Talk.  Paper presented at the American Educational Research Association Annual Meeting, San Diego, California.

Holthuis, N. and Bianchini, J. (1996).  Different Worlds, Different Conceptions of Reform:  An OECD Case-Study of Project 2061. Paper presented at the American Educational Research Association Annual Meeting, New York.

Bianchini, J. and Holthuis, N.  (1996).  Entering the National Reform Fray:  An OECD Case Study of Project 2061. Paper presented at the National Association for Research on Science Teaching Annual Meeting, New York.

Holthuis, N. (1995)  Achieving Gender Equity in the Science Classroom:  What Can We Learn from Feminist Perspectives on Science?  Paper presented at the Third International History, Philosophy and Science Teaching Conference, Minneapolis, Minnesota.

Holthuis, N.  (1995).  The Nature of Science as presented by Project 2061:  An Analysis and Critique.  Paper presented at the Third International History, Philosophy and Science Teaching Conference, Minneapolis, Minnesota.

Bianchini, J., Holthuis, N., and Nielsen, K.  (1995)  Cooperative Learning in the Untracked Middle School Science Classroom:  A Study of Student Achievement.  Paper presented at American Educational Research Association Annual Meeting, San Francisco, California.

Holthuis, N., Bianchini, J., and Webber, V.  (1995)  Science Education’s Selective Reading of the History and Philosophy of Science:  The Case of Project 2061.  Paper presented at the National Association for Research on Science Teaching Annual Meeting, San Francisco, California.  

Lotan, R., Cohen, E., and Holthuis, N.  (1994)  Talking and Working Together:  Conditions for Learning in Complex Instruction. Paper presented at American Educational Research Association Annual Meeting, New Orleans, Louisiana.

Bianchini, J. and Holthuis, N.  (1994)  Learning the Untracked Middle School Science Classroom. Paper presented at the National Association for Research on Science Teaching Annual Meeting, Anaheim, California.  


