Course Alignment Grids

Figures 8.2, 8.3, and 8.4 from Driscoll, A. & Wood, S. (2007). Developing Outcomes Based

Assessment for Learner-centered Education: A Faculty Introduction. Stylus, Sterling. p. 163-167.

Summary that follows from Amy Driscoll, Assessment Leadership Academy, 2010.

Purposes:
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For individual faculty to reflect on alignment of course elements with course learning

outcomes.
Preparation or preface to program alignment
A focus for scholarship of teaching

Pair with student feedback on course alignment to check course alignment

Advantages:
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Easy and fast

Provides visual presentation of course priorities, use of time, and alignment of course
elements in support of intended learning outcomes

Quickly identify strengths, gaps, and redundancy

Evidence to help interpret and explain student learning assessment results, and in
support of closing the loop

Provides direction for course revision
Identify opportunities for integration across course elements
Easily translated into a syllabus for students

Potential to support program review
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