
The following are examples of assignments presented at the Flex Day event titled Designing More 

Interaction into your Online Courses. Please note that links that go to pages outside of Canvas will 

work, but links that are internal to the instructor’s course will not. 

 

 

This is a graded discussion: 10 points possible 

due Feb 7 

JULIA MCGURK (ESL 121B) 

USA Discussion # 1 
JULIA MCGURK (She/Her) 

Jan 28 at 1:58pm 

62 unread replies. 75 replies. 

Discussion Assignment: Chapter 1, "Arrivals" 
Assignment objective: 

• Students will read chapter 1, "Arrivals" then post their own arrival story, or reply to a classmate's arrival 
story. I have posted my own arrival story as an example to help you understand the assignment. 

Steps for Group A (last name A-R):  

1. Read chapter 1, "Arrivals." 
2. Reflect on the essays you read. Then think carefully about your arrival experience, either in the USA or in 

another country. Write 1-2 complete paragraphs to share your experience with the class.  
3. To help you write the paragraph/s consider the following: 

o Who were you with? Who did you say goodbye to? Who did you meet upon arrival? 
o Where did you arrive? What time? What was the weather like? 
o What emotions did you experience when you left and/or arrived? 
o What did you learn from this experience? What advice to you have for others leaving their native 

countries? 
4.  Post your paragraph/s by Thursday, 2/4. Please check your grammar and spelling.  

Steps for Group B (last name S-Z):  

1. Read chapter 1, "Arrivals." 
2. Reflect on the essays you read. Then think carefully about your arrival experience, either in the USA or in 

another country. 
3. Review the posts from Group A and reply to two posts. Your replies need to be 2-3 sentences, and should 

include one or more of the following: 
o compare your experience with your classmate's 
o contrast your experience with your classmate's 
o ask your classmate a question to clarify something you did not understand in the post 
o describe something you admired about your classmate's experience 

4.  Post your replies by Sunday, 2/7. Please check your grammar and spelling.  

Questions 

https://clpccd.instructure.com/courses/22431/users/317
https://clpccd.instructure.com/courses/22431/users/317


If you have questions about using the discussion board, learn how to post in the discussion board. 

You can also email me! 
 

 

This is a graded discussion: 20 points possible 

Show Due Dates 

JOANNA JEN (Political Science 7) 

Introduce Yourself Video Assignment Discussion 
JOANNA JEN (She/Her) 

Jan 14 at 3:31pm 

130 unread replies. 135 replies. 

Video Content Instructions 
In a 1-2 minute video, present the following information to the class (instructions for recording the 
video below). This is supposed to be fun, so the class feels a little more personal and everyone can get to 
know each other right off the bat.  

1. Tell us your name and/or what you'd like me and classmates to call you (if that's different from the name that 
appears on the roster). 

2. Tell us your major or area of interest, or if you're undecided. 
3. Tell us a hobby or a few hobbies that you enjoy outside of school 
4. Tell us a fun fact about yourself. This can be anything. Be creative! 

Video Recording Instructions.  
Here are instructions (Links to an external site.) for how you will record your video in Canvas Studio 
within this discussion. (Or, instructions presented in a video (Links to an external site.), if you would 
prefer.) 
After you record your video in Canvas Studio, please add closed captions to your video (Links to an 
external site.) to make it accessible to all viewers.  

  

Grading 
Pass/Fail: If you don't do it you get a zero, if you present the information asked for you get 20 points. 
Don't spend a lot of time on it. 

If you feel awkward talking to your computer and imagining a bunch of strangers watching your video, I 
know exactly how you feel. 😱😱 But it's kind of part of our pandemic reality.  
 

 

 

https://clpccd.instructure.com/courses/22431/files/5835540/download?wrap=1
https://clpccd.instructure.com/courses/21903/discussion_topics/473807
https://clpccd.instructure.com/courses/21903/users/35849
https://clpccd.instructure.com/courses/21903/users/35849
https://community.canvaslms.com/t5/Studio/How-do-I-embed-Canvas-Studio-media-in-a-discussion-reply-as-a/ta-p/1716
https://clpccd.instructuremedia.com/perspectives/iKNv8JvVo-umdwO5-lNyfA
https://community.canvaslms.com/t5/Studio/How-do-I-add-captions-to-media-in-Canvas-Studio/ta-p/1702
https://community.canvaslms.com/t5/Studio/How-do-I-add-captions-to-media-in-Canvas-Studio/ta-p/1702


 

 

 

 

 

 

This is a graded discussion: 50 points possible 

due Dec 2, 2020 

MAUREEN O'HERIN (English 4) 

Poem Presentations -- Upload your presentation + review others' 

presentations here 
MAUREEN O'HERIN 

Nov 16, 2020 at 2:50pm 

90 unread replies. 91 replies. 

Overview 
Your presentation will be an overview of your assigned poem/poet.  Think of yourself as a teacher, and 
you are explaining the poem to the class.  You shouldn’t get too deep into details.  This is an 
"introduction" to the material.  Your audience listening to your presentation just needs a clear and 
concise explanation that is memorable.  (Save really detailed information for your research paper!)  This 
should be a low-key, friendly, and accessible explanation of your poem and poet. 

Here is a list of poems and presenters.  If you haven't yet, please download it to your computer: 

Assigned Poems fall 2020 

Length 
Your presentation should be approximately 10 minutes long.  Please practice and time it before you 
record and post:  Shorter than 10 minutes is fine as long as you cover all the requirements, but please do 
not exceed 10 minutes. 

Attachment/link in addition to your audio/video 
Your presentation should include an attachment of your poem as a Word Document or a link to a copy 
of the poem online. Students should be able to access, read, and take notes on the document as they 
listen to/view your presentation. 

What you should cover in your presentation. 
You will read the poem aloud as the class follows along. (Be sure to read it out loud before you record 
and check any pronunciations or sections that don’t seem to read smoothly.  See me during an office 
hour or send me an email if you have questions.) 

https://clpccd.instructure.com/courses/19108/users/486
https://clpccd.instructure.com/courses/19108/users/486
https://clpccd.instructure.com/courses/19108/files/5414987/download?wrap=1


After you read your poem, provide an overview to help us understand your poem in a general way. You 
should NOT read researched material out loud to us – save specific information for your research 
paper.  Instead, provide us with an overall understanding of the poem by answering the following 
questions:  

1. What is the general theme/idea of the poem? 
2. What specific sections of the poem should we look at to best understand it? (It can be helpful to number the 

lines of the poem on your word document, so we can quickly see the line you are referring to.) 
3. What elements of poetry are most important to identify in this poem? (Use terminology from the .) 
4. What era was this poem written? Does a historical perspective apply to this poem? 
5. What information about the poet would add to our understanding of the poem? (Don’t give a long biography 

of the poet, just pick out the information about the poet that most applies to this poem.) 
6. From what you know so far, is this poem similar or dissimilar to other poems the poet has written? 

 

Special Requirements 

1. You will need a device that has video/audio capabilities to record your presentation. 
2. You may do your presentation as a slide show (with audio), or a video, or a combo.  Look over the assignment 

directions below to see the requirements, and then decide which way will work best for you! 
3. You can record right into the assignment page, using the Studio (Links to an external site.) tool in Canvas; 
4. You can also record on a different device and then upload it. This can be a phone, iPad, etc.  You will need to 

save the file that you record and then upload it to the Poem Presentation Assignment, using Studio (Links to 
an external site.).  

5. Please let me know immediately if doing a recording will be an issue for you, and we can find a way for you to 
complete this assignment! 

Watch this video to find out how to use Canvas Studio to record your 
Presentation:  

Where/When/How will I Post My Presentation? 
The presentations are due Wednesday, December 2, and will be posted HERE! 

The following video shows you step-by-step how to upload your Presentation from Studio to this 
Discussion assignment: 

  

Grading 
Your presentation will be evaluated on how thoroughly you have examined and analyzed your poem, 
and how well you communicate that to your audience.  

• Your presentation should show you have an understanding of the poem and all the information you 
provide.  For example, avoid just reading researched information off cards or the screen for the whole 
presentation.  

• Your presentation should demonstrate your knowledge and expertise by providing the class with a 
thoughtful, engaging "lesson" introducing your poem.  

Here is the Grading Rubric I will use to score your presentation: 

https://community.canvaslms.com/t5/Studio/How-do-I-use-Canvas-Studio/ta-p/1678
https://community.canvaslms.com/t5/Studio/How-do-I-embed-Canvas-Studio-media-in-a-discussion-reply-as-a/ta-p/1716
https://community.canvaslms.com/t5/Studio/How-do-I-embed-Canvas-Studio-media-in-a-discussion-reply-as-a/ta-p/1716


Grading Rubric for Poetry Presentation 
 

What you will do after you post your Presentation 
Each of the Poetry Presentations should be posted here.  

• Run a copy or download the list of assigned poems:  Assigned Poems fall 2020.  

 

• Each time you view a poem, take notes as described below 
• Check the poem off your list of poems.  Keep viewing poems and checking them off in this way. 
• If you can't find one of the poems on the list, or if you can't open/view/hear a presentation, contact the 

presenter immediately, through the inbox, to let them know if there is a problem. 

What to do for your Peer Review 
Leave a comment 

You will listen/watch each of the presentations and add at least 2 comments in the Studio comment 
box.  Here are some suggestions on what to look for; 

• Mark the time and comment on any specific spots in the presentation where the presenter does especially 
well in meeting any of the assignment and rubric requirements.   Grading Rubric for Poetry Presentation 

• Mark the time and comment on any specific spots in the presentation where the presenter provided you with 
an especially interesting piece of information or observation about the poem. 

• What, if anything, was unclear to you in the presentation?  Leave a question at the spot where you were 
confused.  

• Ask questions:  Mark the time and comment on any specific spots in the presentation where you were 
intrigued and would like to know more! 

Take Notes 

1. Each of the Poems/Poets assigned will have a question on the Poetry Exam that you will take on the date of 
your final. The questions on the exam will not cover anything outside of what is included in the student 
presentation.  

2. Please be sure to pay attention as you view the presentations. It is a good idea to run off a copy of the 
presenter’s poem and take notes on the document as you view the presentation. 

3.  It is important to space out your viewing of the Presentations, so you can absorb all the information and be 
ready for the Poetry Exam on our Finals Date! 

What's Next? 
Once you have viewed all the presentations, and you have checked all the poems on the list, you are 
done with this project, and you are prepared for the Unit Four Poetry final on these poems. 

Thank you so much for teaching us about your poem! 

 

 

 

https://clpccd.instructure.com/courses/19108/files/4705030/download?wrap=1
https://clpccd.instructure.com/courses/19108/files/5414987/download?wrap=1
https://clpccd.instructure.com/courses/19108/files/4705030/download?wrap=1
https://clpccd.instructure.com/courses/19108/files/5414987/download?wrap=1


 

 

 

 

 

 

This is a graded discussion: 15 points possible 

due Sep 30, 2020 

Maureen O’Herin (English 4) 

Week 7 Discussion #1: Historical Perspectives on Fences 
Sep 22, 2020 at 4:02pm 

33 unread replies. 38 replies. 

Objective 
Students will apply and analyze the historical context of the play as it relates to specific scenes and to 
their own experience and knowledge. 

Overview of the Assignment 
In this discussion assignment, you will be analyzing some of the ways that the historical timeline 
of Fences provides us with perspective when viewing the characters. 

You should have completed the Week 7 Lesson #1: Historical Perspective on Fences before you begin 
this discussion. 

The questions in this prompt mirror the ones asked in the slides of the "Historical Perspective" 
PowerPoint lesson, so if you took notes during the lesson -- have those ready! 
 

https://clpccd.instructure.com/courses/19108/pages/week-7-lesson-number-1-historical-perspective-on-fences


 
 

 
 



 
 

 

Prompt for your Post 
Directions: 

1. IMPORTANT:  You must Post before you will be able to see other students' posts. 
2. You are assigned to ONE of the following "Historical era" slides based on the first letter of your LAST 

name.  You will not receive credit for the Discussion Board if you respond to a Historical era slide that is not 
assigned to you )-:  You can, of course, respond to additional slides if you would like! 

3. When you click on the link that has the first letter of your last name, the slide you will be responding to will 
open.  Here are your assignments: 
o If your Last name begins with A-J click here 
o If your Last name begins with K-M click here 
o If your Last name begins with O-S click here 
o If your Last name begins with T-Z click here 

https://clpccd.instructure.com/courses/19108/files/4705202/download?wrap=1
https://clpccd.instructure.com/courses/19108/files/4705203/download?wrap=1
https://clpccd.instructure.com/courses/19108/files/4705181/download?wrap=1
https://clpccd.instructure.com/courses/19108/files/4705174/download?wrap=1


In your Post: 

Answer the questions on your slide.  You don't have to answer them in order, but you should respond to 
all of the questions at some point in your post. 

You should use the information from the links in your slide to support and illustrate your responses to 
the questions, as well as specific references to sections of the play (be sure to include page number 
references!)  

Your post should be at LEAST 300 words long.  (Longer is great! Shorter is not okay.) 

Reply 
Reply to the person who comes right before you on the discussion board.  (If you are the very first 
person to post, you can add a reply to the person who comes after you.) 

Read the student's post.  It may be on the same slide as you, or it may be different -- Doesn't 
matter!  Reply and answer these questions: 

• What did you like most about the student's post? 
• What was similar to your post? 
• What was different? 

The reply only needs to be 200 words long. (Longer is great! Shorter is not okay.) 

Grading 
You will be graded on how well your posts meet the grading rubric for this assignment. To view the 
rubric, click the options icon (3 vertical dots) above, and choose Show Rubric. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

Announcements 
 

Chosen Language Padlet - Join Us in Discussion 1 
KAREN OEH (Anthropology 4) 

All Sections 

Jan 30 at 7:19pm 

Padlet is an interactive tool where you can add your Name, Language, Country, and Example from 
Discussion 1.  Please click into it and read what everyone is doing. Join Us! It's a great visual sample of 
all the languages we are sharing this semester. 

I have already started it. 

 
 

Article: Kroeber Hall, honoring anthropologist who symbolizes exclusion, is 

unnamed 
KAREN OEH 

All Sections 

Jan 28 at 3:11pm 

No unread replies. 5 replies. 

  

Article: Kroeber Hall, honoring anthropologist who symbolizes exclusion, is 
unnamed (Links to an external site.) 

  

UC Berkeley’s Kroeber Hall today became the fourth building on campus to be stripped 
of its name in a year’s time. The decision by Berkeley officials capped a formal review 
process and was made, in large part, because the building’s namesake — Alfred Louis 
Kroeber, born in 1876 and the founder of the study of anthropology in the American 
West — is a powerful symbol that continues to evoke exclusion and erasure for Native 
Americans. 

  

https://clpccd.instructure.com/courses/21915/users/271
https://clpccd.instructure.com/courses/21915/users/271
https://news.berkeley.edu/2021/01/26/kroeber-hall-unnamed/
https://news.berkeley.edu/2021/01/26/kroeber-hall-unnamed/


- removing Kroeber’s name would “help Berkeley recognize a challenging part of our 
history, while better supporting the diversity of today’s academic community.” 

- today’s announcement “may seem like just political correctness, just a gesture, but it is a 
big gesture, because, for so long, names like Kroeber were untouchable. He signified a 
particular version of history, and if Berkeley is willing to make room for other histories, 
different experiences, to be brought into the fold, this will allow societal change to 
happen.” 

- a “first step” that Berkeley must take to acknowledge that “influential scholars, such as 
Kroeber, participated in the dehumanization of Native Americans.” 

  

What do you think? Please add a reply so we can share dialogue and feedback. 
 

 

Fun Article on Slang - What words to you use? 
KAREN OEH 

All Sections 

Jan 30 at 10:29am 

No unread replies. 3 replies. 

This article is a fun read: Vintage Slang Is On The Rise, And It's Hella Cool (Links to an 
external site.) 
With texting and quick comments like IDK, OMG, LMAO our language is changing.  Social dynamics 
have also changed from the boom in technology.  Back in 1992, Cultural & Applied Anthropologists / 
Professors from San Jose State University (my professor: Jan English-Lueck) conducted research called 
the Silicon Valley Cultures Project (Links to an external site.).   Their research question: How has Silicon 
Valley changed in the last fifteen years? How have new technologies, forms of work, and forms of self-
management and presentation altered the experience of living in Silicon Valley? 

As a student in Jan's class, I was able to learn some of the results right before I graduated.   It really 
amazed me.  They were learning how family dynamics were changing. No longer were families sitting 
together at the dinner table, talking, and sharing stories of their day.  Instead, kids were upstairs in their 
rooms, parents were downstairs watching TV.  A parent did not go upstairs to knock on the door; 
instead the preferred method of communication was to call on the phone or email: "Come down for 
dinner."  The values of family togetherness were changing. Communication was via email, phone calls, 
pagers, etc.  Now, in the year 2021, we have evolved even more as patterns of behavior have changed 
due to technology, convenience, and a fast-paced lifestyle.  We are no longer even forming full 
sentences when we can quickly use short-hand, emojis, and icons (like hamburgers).  Wow, what would a 
person from another culture think when you say, "just click on the hamburger in the upper right hand 
corner."  

What did you experience growing up?  Have your forms of communication changed at all?   

https://clpccd.instructure.com/courses/21915/users/271
https://www.bustle.com/articles/169355-12-old-words-and-phrases-that-are-making-a-comeback
https://www.bustle.com/articles/169355-12-old-words-and-phrases-that-are-making-a-comeback
https://www.sjsu.edu/socialsciences/rsca/faculty/english-lueck/index.html


In response to this article referring to slang words. I found it fun to reflect on the words that I still 
say.  Being a high schooler in the 1980s, the Valley Girl trend was popular.  Here are words I still use: No 
Way!  For Sure!  Hella Cool!  Right On!  Rad!  Good to Go!  Hit Me Up!  Whatever!  Hang Tight! 

What slang words do you use?  Do you use them online/texting or only through verbal 
communication? 

Let's Share! 

 

Week 1 Focused Lesson Wrap-Up  
  

Ashley McHale (Math 40) 

Hello. I hope you have had a productive first week!  

At the end of every week, you will complete one of these assignments. Their purpose is to help keep us 
connected as well as to keep you motivated. I want you to think about your thinking - 
this metacognition is vital to learning! 

Please click on Submit Assignment and then in the text box, please answer the following questions:  

1. Provide a summary in your words of what you learned this week. Regarding the lessons, this can come from 
the summary you create as you review your focused notes. 

2. What learning challenges, if any, did you encounter while working towards meeting this week's goals? How do 
you plan to over come those challenges, if any, for the coming week? Or, what concepts are you still confused 
or unsure about? 

3. What questions do you still have and how will you try to answer them? 
4. What feedback do you have for me regarding the class?  

For Questions 2, 3, 4, if you don't have anything for the week, you can tell me that. But to get full credit 
for those three questions, you need to "ATTACH" your scanned Focused Notes for the week in the 
COMMENTS section of the assignment. 

  

Clarification:  

There are 4 questions to answer.  

Question 1 should always have an answer. Reflect on your learning this week and provide a summary. If 
you're using the Focused Notes learning structure, this can be the same as your notes summaries for 
each lesson. 

Question 2: Learning Challenges this week. If you had no learning challenges, great! State that. 
Question 3: Remaining Questions. This may be the same or similar to #2's confusing concepts, but focus 
those concepts into concise questions.  If you have no remaining questions, great! State that. 
Question 4: Feedback: How is it going so far? What suggestions do you have for me? What's working? if 
you have no feedback for me, that's okay (but I'd really like feedback)! State that. 

For Questions 2, 3, and 4: If you answered one or more with "none", I want you to provide me with your 
Focused Notes for the week - whatever you have completed. Create a PDF of your notes and ATTACH it 



in the comments - sorry, there's no upload for this assignment. You should see a comments section, and 
you will just attach the file there. 

The Weekly Wrap-up opens on Mondays, and is due on Fridays. It will be available until the following 
Friday, 1 week after its due date, and then it will no longer be available. This is the only assignment I 
have set that will "go away" after a set amount of time. All the other assignments will be accessible for 
completion throughout the semester. 

 

Kathleen King (English 4) 

 

Steps for Peer Review  
 

Step 1: Finish Drafting! 

1. For the first part of this week, finish your first full draft of your digital essay by Thursday.  
o Reminder: you can check out a basic Sutori model to help visualize the organization. 
o Apply what you learned from checking out strong sections of peers' working drafts in the 

Focusing Revisions assignment last week. 
o You may wish to check out more models for inspiration: 

 Health Care Digital Essay 
 Race Digital Essay 
 Climate Change Digital Essay 
 Covid Digital Essay 

o Check the rubric (below assignment) to make sure you've met all the requirements. 

 

Step 2: Submit your URL for Peer Review 

(5 points)  

1. Click submit assignment and copy and paste the URL of your Sutori page here by Thursday 4/29 at 
11:59 PM to participate in a peer review.  The peer review process will provide you an opportunity to 
get and give valuable feedback on these projects before they are submitted for a final grade.  

 

 

Step 3: Provide Feedback to 2 Peers 

https://www.sutori.com/story/health-care-in-america--hSkxUTSWMucHDSkrkbZz36Mh
https://clpccd.instructure.com/courses/22363/assignments/933824
https://clpccd.instructure.com/courses/22363/assignments/933824
https://www.sutori.com/story/the-continuous-problem-of-health-care-in-america--sALEhNFWik9ogBZGZXepJS6b
https://www.sutori.com/story/race-and-the-issues-of-racism-in-america--kiZsaH2fQ6u1qRQKd8nXYrdF
https://www.sutori.com/story/climate-change-in-us-politics-and-social-media--nNgb1HyeZ6ae2g33jh8voPpQ
https://www.sutori.com/story/dividing-a-nation-the-covid-19-pandemic--KJbudadgVvwN5VBZamkSgFeH


 (10 points) 

1. You will be automatically assigned 2 peers to review on Friday 4/30 at 1:00 AM.  
1. (Note: Only those who have submitted their own URL will be assigned peers to review.  Email 

me if you need help!)  
2. By Sunday, 11/15 at 11:59 PM, please give your 2 peers feedback on their digital essays:   

1. Use the rubric to give targeted feedback. 
2. Also, write a couple of sentences with suggestions in the comments box about what looks really 

good - and what can be improved before the final draft.   
3. Your peer reviews are not anonymous!  Remember to be polite, even when providing 

constructive feedback, by following our course netiquette policy. 

 

Tech Help!  

Never done a peer review on Canvas before? Check out these guides - with screenshots! - that walk you 
through finding your peer reviews and using rubrics and assignment comments to give feedback. 

• How do I know if I have a peer review to complete? 
• How do I complete a peer review? 

 

Next week, you will have time to make revisions based on your peer feedback before submitting your final 
essay draft for assessment! 

Rubric: 

 

https://clpccd.instructure.com/courses/22363/assignments/933829
https://community.canvaslms.com/t5/Student-Guide/How-do-I-know-if-I-have-a-peer-review-assignment-to-complete/ta-p/318
https://community.canvaslms.com/t5/Student-Guide/How-do-I-submit-a-peer-review-to-an-assignment/ta-p/293


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



English 4 example of a blog of a student using Hypothesis to read the syllabus. 
Katie Eagan 
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