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Course Outline for Music 22

JAZZ PIANO - BEGINNING TO INTERMEDIATE

Catalog Description:


22 - Jazz Piano - Beginning to Intermediate 
2 units

Voicings, chords, and guidelines in improvisation in the contemporary styles of the jazz pianist.  Post bop era, through modern to avant garde piano playing in the jazz idiom.  Requires basic knowledge of notation and keyboard performance.  3 hours

Expected Outcome for Students:


Upon completion of the course, the student should:


1.
be able to read and perform from the many sources of music for the piano, i.e., sheet music, fake book, lead sheet, and feel comfortable performing with either small ensemble or in a big band setting;


2.
know voicings, chord symbol recognition, chord substitutions, accompanying (comping), piano in the trio and big band setting, and keyboard improvisation;


3.
understand the use of the aforementioned by means of practical application in the classroom as well as outside of the classroom.

Course Content:


1.
Building of chords in Jazz idiom



a.
Major scales, tertian and quartal idiom



b.
Intervals



c.
Upper voices of chords, i.e., 9ths, 11ths, 13ths


2.
Voicing of chords in Jazz idiom



a.
Open position



b.
Close position



c.
Modern and avant garde voicings


3.
Basic Techniques for Improvisation



a.
Use of Major scales, altered scales and blues scales



b.
Patterns for improvisation



c.
Pentatonic scales and tritone pentatonics


4.
Altered upper structure voicings



a.
b9ths, #9ths, #11ths, b13ths



b.
Polychords



c.
Bi‑tonality


5.
Basic techniques for blues and rhythm changes


6.
Resolution to the I or Major Chord


7.
Reading and performance from the Fake Book


8.
Study of:



a.
quartal harmony



b.
Latin jazz voicings



c.
melodic harmonization



d.
transcribed solos

Methods of Presentation:


1.
Lecture, demonstration


2.
Listening to recordings


3.
Performance

Methods of Evaluating Student Progress:


1.
Graded assignments (both written and application at the piano)


2.
Quizzes, a midterm and final 

Textbook(s) (Typical):


Jazz Piano from Voicings to Improvisation, Vol. I, Frank Sumares

Special Student Materials:


Manuscript paper
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