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Course Outline for Music 46A

BEGINNING JAZZ CHOIR

I. CATALOG DESCRIPTION:

MUSP 46A — Beginning Jazz Choir — 2 units

The various aspects of performing in a vocal jazz ensemble.  Emphasis on developing the rudiments of vocal jazz technique.  Strongly recommended: Music 6 (Basic Music Skills)    4 hours

II. NUMBER OF TIMES COURSE MAY BE TAKEN FOR CREDIT: 4   

III. PREREQUISITE AND/OR ADVISORY SKILLS:

Before entering the course, it is recommended that the student be able to:
A. ability to sight-sing;

B. basic music theory;

C. matching pitches;

D. reading basic rhythms

E. being able to accent beats 2 and 4

IV. EXPECTED OUTCOMES FOR STUDENTS:

Upon completion of the course, students should be able to:
F. demonstrate a variety of vocal jazz styles;

G. demonstrate the rudiments of vocal jazz technique;

H. demonstrate improvement in performance ability;

I. improvise using appropriate scat syllables;

J. hear and sing simple jazz chords;

K. perform simple jazz rhythms;

L. compare, contrast and perform styles such as standard, blues, ballads, bebop, swing, Latin and contemporary jazz literature

M. demonstrate appropriate stage appearance

N. manipulate jazz forms;

O. perform as a soloist;

P. assist with sound system set-up, take-down and operation;

Q. sing with a microphone

V. CONTENT:

R. Jazz Styles

1. Standard

2. Blues

3. Ballads

4. Bebop

5. Swing

6. Latin

7. Contemporary

S. Jazz Elements

8. Improvisation

9. Form

10. Vocal Technique

11. Vocal percussion

12. Rhythm

13. Harmony

14. Melody

T. Performance Practices

15. Stage presence

16. Attire

17. Interaction between participants

18. Movement

19. Microphone technique

20. Sound System

21. Solo performance

22. Ensemble performance

U. Jazz Literature performance

23. Standard

24. Blues

25. Ballads

26. Bebop

27. Swing

28. Latin

29. Contemporary

VI. METHODS OF INSTRUCTION:

V. Rehearsals of the ensemble

30. Group

31. Individual

32. Section

W. Videotapes, audiotapes and CDs will be utilized as means to develop an understanding of jazz styles and techniques

X. Public performances

33. Festivals

34. Concerts

35. Competitions

VII. TYPICAL ASSIGNMENTS:

Y. Develop and improvise a twelve bar blues.  Use the chord changes given, and improvise your own melodic content.

Z. Memorize the bass part to I Hear Music by Phil Mattson.

AA. Choose a ballad to perform at the Pasta Pizzazz Concert.

VIII. EVALUATION:

AB. Grading of daily assignments by the instructor

36. Choose a partner and trade four bar phrases

37. Decide what formal changes you will make at the end of your ballad, My Funny Valentine and explain these changes to the rhythm section.

AC. Performance at a final concert

38. Memorization of individual parts and solos

39. Blend

40. Balance

41. Attacks

42. Releases

43. Style

44. Improvisation

45. Appearance

46. Stage presence

47. Cooperation

AD. Weekly performance exams

48. typical projects:

a. Memorize the A section through measure 47 of Java Jive

b. Record the chord changes in measure 121 – 138 of Agua de Beber by Antonio Carlos Jobim and improvise over those changes.

AE. Audience response to concerts

AF. Attendance

AG. Punctuality

AH. Cooperation

AI. Discipline

AJ. Homework

IX. TYPICAL TEXTS:

    None

X. OTHER MATERIALS REQUIRED OF STUDENTS: 

Students may provide their own solo literature
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