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Course Outline for Music 23A

ELEMENTARY VOICE I

I. CATALOG DESCRIPTION:

MUS — Elementary Voice I — 1 unit

Group singing with emphasis on solo performance.  Tone production, breathing, diction, and interpretation in regard to song literature.  Strongly Recommended: Music 6.  2 hours.

II. NUMBER OF TIMES COURSE MAY BE TAKEN FOR CREDIT: One   

III. PREREQUISITE AND/OR ADVISORY SKILLS:

Before entering the course, it is strongly recommended that the student be able to:
A. interpret notation of both pitch and rhythm;

B. identify and notate key signatures;

C. identify and construct triads and seventh chords;

D. identify and construct simple intervals;

E. interpret expressive markings such as dynamic indications, accents, repeats;

F. recognize and perform scales: major, minor (3 forms), chromatic, whole-tone;

G. perform simple exercises in ear training and sight singing

IV. EXPECTED OUTCOMES FOR STUDENTS:

Upon completion of the course, the student should be able to:
H. demonstrate knowledge of the basic anatomy and physiology involved in tone production;

I. demonstrate knowledge of the respiratory system and its contribution to singing;

J. demonstrate an increased singing range;

K. interpret music literature in English and Italian.

V. CONTENT:

L. The instrument

1. Pitch

2. Duration

3. Volume

4. Timbre

M. The human body – Physical principles involved in singing

5. Posture

a. the legs

i. the knees

ii. the feet

b. The torso

iii. the buttocks

iv. the ribs

v. the shoulders

vi. the arms

c. The head and neck

6. Respiratory system

d. the diaphragm

e. the ribs

f. the intercostals muscles

g. the glottis

7. The larynx

h. the vocal folds (vocalis)

i. the false vocal folds

j. the epiglottis

8. The pharynx

k. the laryngopharynx

l. the oropharynx

m. the nasopharynx

9. The mouth

n. the tongue

o. the soft palate

p. the hard palate

q. the teeth and lips

N. Elements of Technique

10. Diction

r. vowels

s. consonants

t. projection of vowels and consonants

u. the international phonetic alphabet

11. Breathing

v. diaphragm

w. the intercostals

x. head, neck and torso anchoring

y. the pelvis

z. the valve (the glottis)

12. Production of tone

aa. thick folds (belting, opera)

ab. thin folds (folk song, art song)

ac. stiff folds (falsetto)

ad. aryepiglottic sphincter (squillo)

ae. soft palate

af. tongue compression and relaxation

13. Amplitude

ag. loudness

ah. softness

ai. projection

aj. perception

O. Theoretical elements

14. Pulse and meter

15. Intervals

16. Scales

17. Rhythm

18. Texture

ak. monophony

al. homophony

am. polyphone

19. Form

P. Expressive elements

20. elementary phrasing

21. legato

22. staccato

23. climax

24. contrast

25. mood

26. musical content

27. style

Q. Sightsinging

R. Practice techniques

VI. METHODS OF INSTRUCTION:

S. Lecture-demonstration of concepts

T. Small group and whole class discussion

U. Films and recordings

V. Live presentations when feasible

W. Coaching

VII. TYPICAL ASSIGNMENTS:

X. Read Chapter 6: Function of the Epiglottic Sphincter

Y. Practice the open and closed position of the soft palate

Z. Prepare and perform “Vittoria, Vittoria” by Carissimi

VIII. EVALUATION:

AA. Methods: typical examples of evaluation

28. Evaluation is based on individual improvement, therefore is continued on a daily basis

29. Occasional Quizzes: typical questions

an. How does the inner ear affect the perception of sound?

ao. What are the functions of the respiratory system?

30. The student is required to prepare three songs and perform them for the class.  This class is designed to prepare the individual vocal soloist.

31. Final Examination consists of performance of the third song.

AB. Frequency

32. Daily critique of tone production

33. Midterm-written and prepare and perform one song

34. Final examination

IX. TYPICAL TEXTS:

AC. Evans, Jeffrey. Windows on Music: Learning with Practica Musica, 3rd ed. Kirkland, Washington: Ars Nova software, 1996.

AD. Lynn, Theodore, A. Introductory Musicianship, 5th ed. Fort Worth, Texas: Harcourt Brace College Publishers, 1997.

AE. White, Gary. Music First!, 2nd ed. Madison, Wisconsin: Brown & Benchmark, 1993.

AF. Duckworth, William. A Creative Approach to Music Fundamentals, 6th ed. Belmont, California: Wadsworth Publishing Company, 1998.

AG. Bunch, Meribeth and Vaughn, Cynthia. The Singing Book, W.W. Norton & company Ltd., 2004.

X. OTHER MATERIALS REQUIRED OF STUDENTS: None
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