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Intersegmental General Education Transfer Curriculum (IGETC)

Requirements/Criteria
Definition: IGETC is a general education program which community college transfer students can use to fulfill lower division general education requirements in either the CSU or UC system without the need, after transfer, to take additional lower-division general education courses.  Your proposed course must meet transferability criteria to both CSU and UC.  

Timeline: Courses are submitted annually in December to the UC system. Courses must be approved for UC transfer before being submitted for IGETC. Therefore, if this is a new course, not yet approved for transfer to UC, the application for addition to IGETC will be delayed until the following year. (i.e. If you propose a new course in Fall 2009, its application for transfer to UC will be submitted in June 2010, and its application for transfer to IGETC will be submitted in December 2010 – if approved, the effective date would be Fall 2011).

GE Categories:

Area 1 - English Communication
1A - English Composition
1B - Critical Thinking/English Composition
1C - Oral Communication
Area 2 – Mathematical Concepts & Quantitative Reasoning
Area 3 - Arts and Humanities
3A – Arts
3B – Humanities
Area 4 - Social and Behavioral Sciences
Area 5 - Physical and Biological Sciences


5A - Physical Sciences

      5B - Biological Sciences
Area 6 – Languages other than English
Criteria:
IGETC GENERAL ISSUES:
Transferable
All courses offered toward satisfaction of the requirements of the Intersegmental General Education Transfer Curriculum (IGETC) must be baccalaureate level and must be acceptable for transfer among all segments of public postsecondary education.
Minimum unit value
A course must have a minimum unit value of 3 semester or 4 quarter units in order to meet the requirements for the IGETC.  (Laboratory courses intended to accompany lecture courses are an exception to this guideline).  It is not acceptable to take three one (1) unit courses to fulfill a 3 unit requirement, because as a rule three one (1) unit courses will not together provide the depth or rigor of a single 3 unit course.
Courses that focus on personal, practical, or applied aspects
Material taught in courses applicable to IGETC should be presented from a theoretical point of view and focus on the core concepts and methods of the discipline.  Courses such as Everyday Legal Problems, Psychology of Intimate Relations, or Child Development:  Implications for Child Guidance are examples of courses which focus on personal, practical, or applied aspects and do not meet the specifications of the IGETC.
Course introductory to professional programs
Courses which are introductory to professional programs such as introduction to Business, Set Design for Theatre, and Writing for Commercial Markets do not have the sufficient breadth to meet general education requirements.
Advanced placement exams
Acceptable scores of 3, 4, or 5 can be used to satisfy any of the IGETC subject areas.  An acceptable score on an English exam may be used to meet the English composition requirement but may not be used to meet critical thinking-English composition requirement.
Independent study or topics courses
Independent study and special topics courses are not acceptable for IGETC.  Since content of independent study or special topic courses varies from term to term, the applicability of these courses to IGETC cannot be determined.
 
COURSE CRITERIA
Area 1:  English Communication

(3 courses; 9 semester or 12-15 quarter units)
The English Communication requirement shall be fulfilled by completion of three semester, or nine units, of lower-division courses in English Reading and Written Composition (1 course), Critical Thinking-English Composition (1 course), and Oral Communication (1 course).
Successful completion of the course in Reading and Written Composition shall be prerequisite to the course in Critical Thinking-English Composition.  The second semester of English Composition required by the University of California may be met by those courses in Critical Thinking taught in a variety of disciplines which provide, as a major component, instruction in the composition of substantial essays and require students to write a sequence of such essays.  Written work shall be evaluated for both composition and critical thinking.  Texts chosen in this area should reflect an awareness of cultural diversity.  Courses designed exclusively for the satisfaction of remedial composition cannot be counted towards fulfillment of the English Composition requirement.

NOTES:

· For Written Communication (ENG 1A): Need to identify the number of written words (final draft only) that students need to produce in and out of class.
· For Critical Thinking: Instruction in composition and critical thinking required (including at least 6,000 words, not including revisions). Focus on inductive and deductive reasoning, identifying formal and informal fallacies of language and thought. Students need to learn how to evaluate information. 1A needs to be pre-req to 1B courses.
Area 2:  Mathematical Concepts and Quantitative Reasoning
(1 course; 3 semester or 4-5 quarter units)
The Mathematical Concepts and Quantitative Reasoning requirement shall be fulfilled by completion of a one-semester course in Mathematics or Statistics above the level of Intermediate Algebra, with a stated course prerequisite of Intermediate Algebra.  Courses used to fulfill this requirement must focus on quantitative analysis and the ability to use and criticize quantitative arguments.  Symbolic Logic, Computer Programming, and survey courses such as Math in Society are not acceptable to fulfill the math/quantitative reasoning requirement.  In addition, courses on the application of statistics to a single discipline may not be used to fulfill this requirement.  An appropriate course in Statistics must emphasize the mathematical basis of Statistics, probability theory and estimation, application and interpretation, uses and misuses, and the analysis and criticism of statistical arguments in public discourse.
Area 3:  Arts and Humanities
(at least 3 courses; 9 semester or 12-15 quarter units)
The Arts and Humanities requirement shall be fulfilled by completion of at least three courses which encourage students to analyze and appreciate works of philosophical, historical literary, aesthetic and cultural importance.  Course work should be designed to develop a student's historical understanding of major civilizations and cultures, both Western and non-Western, and an understanding and appreciation of the contributions and perspectives on women and of ethnic and other minorities.
Acceptable humanities courses are those that encourage students to analyze and appreciate works of philosophical, historical, literary, aesthetic, and cultural importance.  Courses such as English Composition, Logic, Speech, Creative Writing, Oral Interpretation, Readers Theatre, Spanish for Spanish Speakers, and all elementary foreign language courses are considered to be skills or performance courses and do not meet the specifications of IGETC.  Advanced foreign language courses are acceptable if they include literature or cultural aspects.  Theatre and film course are acceptable in they are taught with emphasis on historical, literary, or cultural aspects.  Also acceptable are logic courses if the focus is not solely on technique but includes the role of logic in the humanities disciplines.
In the Arts, students should learn to develop an independent and critical aesthetic perspective.  Courses which focus on technique or performance were not approved to meet this requirement (e.g., Beginning Drawing, Beginning Painting, and Readers Theatre and Oral Interpretation courses focusing primarily on performance).
Area 4:  Social and Behavioral Sciences
(at least 3 courses; 9 semester or 12-15 quarter units)
The Social and Behavioral Sciences requirement shall be fulfilled by completion of at least three courses dealing with individual behavior and with human social, political, and economic institutions and behavior in a minimum of two disciplines or in an interdisciplinary sequence.  The pattern of coursework completed shall ensure opportunities for students to develop an understanding of the perspectives and methods of the social and behavioral sciences.  Problems and issues in these areas should be examined in their contemporary, historical, and geographical settings.  Students who have completed this requirement shall have been exposed to a pattern of coursework designed to help them gain an understanding and appreciation of the contributions and perspectives of women and of ethnic and other minorities, and a comparative perspective on both Western and non-Western societies.  The material should be presented from at theoretical point of view and focus on core concepts and methods of the discipline rather than on personal, practical, or applied aspects.
Area 5:  Physical and Biological Sciences
(at least 2 courses; 7-9 semester or 9-12 quarter units)
The Physical and Biological Sciences requirement shall be fulfilled by completion of at least two courses, one of which is in Physical Science and one in Biological Science,  at least one of which incorporates a laboratory.  Courses must emphasize experimental methodology, the testing of hypotheses, and the power of systematic questioning, rather than only the recall of facts.  Courses that emphasize the interdependency of the sciences are especially appropriate for non-science majors.
Acceptable courses for the biological science requirement must focus on teaching the basic concepts of biological sciences.  Human Nutrition, Horticulture, Forestry, Health, and Human Environment courses have a narrow or applied focus and therefore unacceptable for this area.  course which emphasize the major concepts of the discipline, including biochemical and physiological principles, will be considered.
Acceptable courses for the physical science requirement must focus on the core concepts of a physical science discipline.  Courses such as Energy and the Way we Live are not acceptable.
